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Maid 
‘The word ‘maid’ rather than ‘woman’ has been 
used throughout this book, as is normal in 
| Bbennish usage and in many English dialects. 

‘Woman’ is merely a diminutive form of’ man’, 
whereas ‘maid’, from the same root as ‘mag~ 
nily’ and ‘magnificent’, means ‘great’. 

‘The word is also used to mean “human 
beings in general” (just as ‘man’ is so used 
in patriarchy), This follows the more general 
‘meaning of the word: “the creature with the 
power of choice” (see page 23). 
+++ and other Rhennish words 
We have not attempted to reproduce Rhennish 
dialect in this book, but certain Rhennish 
terms, such as thenames of the “Geniae and of 
the matriarchal months, have no modern Eng- 
lish equivalents, Partly in order to protect the 
‘Security of the Old Rhenish communities, and 
partly because of the ritual power of true 
Names, we have not divulged actual Rhennish 
words, but followed our custom of substituting 
terms drawn from other ancient sour’ 
Such substitutions have been marked with an 


asterisk. Thus “Themis represents Rhenish 
Same and *Moira Rhennish vendë. 


"Why Rhiannë? 


mists of time, at the dawn of the hiatory of these 


Islands at the western 
her name that we, the 
take our name ~ ibe $ 
it is we, the daughters of Rhianné, who now 
address you in this book. Hearken, then, to the 
speak, 


‘edge of the world, Tt te from 
British matriarchal peoples, 


OVERTURE 


Why the Book? 


‘Tas 15 a dangerous book. Every second book pub- 
lished in these days declares that it will shock you. 
startle you and change your view of the world, This 
one will. It challenges the assumptions upon which 
ail those other books are based — the unspoken, un- 
acknowledged assumptions of the modern late-patri- 
Archal world. The assumptions which lie behind all 
‘modem thinking, from the most orthodax’ to the 
most ‘radical’, from the universities to the public 
bara, from the most banal statements of received 
opinion to the wildest and cranklest of notions which 
abound — and of necessity must abound — in an age 
Uke this. It challenges these assumptions from the 
only other point of view there is. The single, orto- 
dox tradition held by the entire human race 


for well over ninety-nine por cent of lts AES DN 
= 


history. 
The thesia of this book may be sum- 
marised in the following five points: 1 
{tat tbo vase majoriy of buman |AN 
history ts the history of matriarchal WAZ 
civilisations in which the feminine 
principle was predominant. This is 
Already well known to those who have 
mado a study of the subject. Por ex- 
ample, Marija Gimbutas, Professor of 


4 


European Archaeology at UCLA and author Ceny gyitish 


of the standard textbook on Old European civil- 
{sation from 7000 to 3500 B.C. (see p.11 note 9), 
rites in the preface to the latest (1982) edition: 
‘Much new material on the mythical Imagery of Old 
Europe has emerged during the ton-yoar interval bo- 
tweon the writing of (the first edition) and the present 
‘edition, but the basic concepts have remained un= 
l. The new discoveries have served only to 

‘Strengthen and support the view that the culture call~ 
ed Old Europe was characterised by a dominance of 
‘woman in society and worship of a Goddess incarnat- 
ing the creative principle as Source and Giver of All 

2. That these ancient civilisations were by no 
means ‘primitive’ but were highly sophisticated in 
all important areas of life (which, for them, did not 
Include factory production or ‘business efficiency") 
‘and possessed an intelligence at least equal to our 
owa. This, too, is hardly disputable by any serious 
Student of the subject. 


3. That the way in which these ancient civilisat- 
tons perceived the world — a perception which might 
be called ‘mythic’ or ‘Archotypal’ — represents a 
‘mode of thought immeasurably superior to the mod- 
ern ‘scientific world view’, and that the latter is the 
result of a distinct intellectual degeneration which 
‘has bound human thought increasingly to the level of 
gross matter. 

4. That, indeed, the entire doctrine of "human 
progress’, fundamental to modem thought, is a 
falsehood devised in self-fustification by the most 
inferior epoch of human history. That the true pro- 
cesa of human ‘development’ has been a long, slow 
decline which has been rapidly accelerating over 
the last few millenia; and that these latter stages of 
accelerated decline are inseparably bound up with 
the predominance of patriarchy. 

5. That the reconstitution which must necessarily 
follow the completion of the decline can only 
proceed from a return to the primordial 
matriarchal tradition, which has been 
preserved in these islands and else 
where. 
Such a brief statement can give no 
idea of the depth and wholeness of 
the matriarchal tradition; nor of how 
utterly different it is to anything you 
‘have encountered before. Neither can 
OS a single reading of this book. We suggest 
that you read it, think about it, and read it 
again. And again. Gradually, all the pieces of 
the Jigsaw will fall into place, You will not only 
‘ understand" but your conscioumess will become 
transformed. But be warned, As the matriarchal 
vision becomes more whole and real in your mind, 
an equal and opposite reaction takes place. The 
heavy solidity of the late~patriarchal ‘real world’ 
begins to fade and become insubstantial. You are 
2o longer able to take it seriously. Suddenly, it is 
no longer your home. You are a stranger from an 
older, deeper world. This is a dangerous book. 


References 
Full references are supplied for the first chap- 
tar of this book. Elsewhere space has probibit- 
ed the provision of extensive reference. A fall 
Bot of references to all facts and quotations 

Cited may be cbtalned from us at a cost of 0p. 
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“Wi above tho teaves had not boen formed, when the ear below tad no same 
‘Tiamat brought forth them both... Tamat, ‘Mother of the gods, Creator of all 
So begins the earliest known account ofthe creation of the world. 
Moving from the Near East to Europe, the earliest known creation story i3 
the pro-Hellenle Pelasgian Creation Myth, which depicts the creation of me 
universe by Eurynome, the Goddess of All things. Commenting on this in his 
clanalc study ofthe Greek myths, Robert Gravee saya: “Ia this archale Tolig- 
lous system there were as yet neltber goda nor priesta, but only a univere- 
al goddess and her priestesses, woman being the dominant sex", * 
{a all myth throughout the world, the original Creator is feminine. It is 
oly with the coming of a masculine dorsaated (patriarchal) social system 
that She Us replaced by a male god. Sometimes (asin the case of Tiamat 
above) She ig said to have been conquered or killed by the new god. Some- 


GOD THE MOTHER 
4000 year old 


Cretan statue the 


times the patriarchy boldly changed the sex of the Deity without changing 
ame — as with Ea in Syria, Sbiva in India or Atea in Polynesia. 
Some 


times the goddess was slowly phased out and the god phased in, W.R. 


‘Smith points out that the goddesses of the ancient 
Somiteu * changed their sex and became gods” in 
historical times? while Atea, the supreme God of 
Polynesia was a goddose as little as 500 years agot 

Often the new cult of the male god could oaly be 
mado to replace the original religion of the goddess 
by a very aovore patriarchal regime. This was the 
caso with the Hebrew Jehovah’. Even then, the 
People frequently reverted to the worahip of ‘the 
Queen of Heaven’, much to the chagrin of the patri 
archal prophotat 

‘Turning from the" historical’ to tho“ prehistorie” 
period — that la to say, to that vaat majority of 
human history for which written records no longer 
exist or have been re-written by patriarchal redac- 
tors — the material evidence makes it clear that 
the religion of the feminine Delty was predominant 
for thousands of years, 

James Metlaart, probably the world’s foremost 
‘authority on Near Eastern archaeology, writes in 
hla famous survey of ancient Near Eastern civilis- 
Atlon: “Between 9000 and 7000 B.C. art makes its 
appearance in the Near East in the form of statu- 
tes of the supreme delty, the Great Gaddess.”” 
Mellaart states that historically “the cult af the 


pas ee roel S 
Great Goddess” is “the basla of our civilisation.” 

Taa similar survey of ancient European civilis- 
ation betwoen 7000 and 3500 B.C., Professor 
Marija Gimbutas explains how recent archaeology 
bas given us a clear pictur of thie period, un- 
earthing some 30,000 sculptures of clay, marble, 
bono, copper and gold from some 3,000 sites. 
Clearly a vant ares and a great period of time a 
Involved (much looger than the whole known hist- 
erical’ period), yet certain general statements can 
be made covering the entire civilisation. Prof. 
Gimbutas shows that the Creator of the world was 
regarded as a goddess (like Tamat, often symbol- 
ised as a bird), that the Groat Goddess was “the 
contral figure in the pantheon of goda” and that 
“the pantheon reflects a society dominated by the 
mother? 

We may go back further, say to the Gravettian~ 
Aurignacian cultures, sites of which have been 
found im Spain, France, Germany, Austria, Czech- 
Colovakia and Russia, and recently an far afield 
as Anatylla in the Near East, Some of these sites 
Gate back well over 25,000 years, and in these 
virtually all statues, divine or buman, are female. 
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In the period after 9000 B.C., the pattorn tended 
to follow that stated by Mellaart in connection with 
ancient Hacilar (o. 5800 B,C.): “The statuettes 
portray the Goddess and tbe male appears only in 
A subsidiary role”, But in the older Gravectian~ 
Aurignacian cultures, the male scarcely appears 
at all. What wo have Is a vast preponderance of 
stylised female images, known to archaeologists 
aa “Venus figuros", 

We might go back further still, for example to 
the Venus of the Wildenmanntsloch Cave, which 
ia at least seventy thousand years old, but as we 
recede into such distant eras, dating and interpret- 
Atlon obviously become more difficult and conserv- 
Ativo acholarship becomes cautious, 
Lat us, therefore, remain with the 
wealth of well-attested and gener- 
Ally accepted fact, 


The True Image 

But what were they Uka, 
these prehistoric civilis- 
ations? Archasologiste refer 
to them ae Palaeolithic (old 
stone age), Neolithic (new 
atone age) etc. — terms 
Which to the average parson 
imply brutiah ‘cave-mea', 
dreaded in skins and barely 
able to apoak, Serious ar- 
chaeologiata have not bo- 
lieved tn this popular myth for well over half a cen- 
tury now, but the discoveries of the last twenty 
‘youre in Europe and the Near East have shown that 
it io so far from the truth as to be ridiculous. 

Let us take Hacilar, mentioned above in conex- 
lon with the predominanoo of the female image. 
This ‘stone-age’ community lived in two-storey 
houses, often thirty feot in length, arranged around 
‘central courtyard, with ovens, kitchens, bearths 
‘wpatatre and down, verandas overlooking the court 
yard and mmerous other ‘civilised’ features. 

This example is entirely typical. We find sim- 
ilar conditions all over Neolithic Europe and the 
Near East and as far afield as Dravidian india. 
Furthermore, these societies were not separate 
developments, but as the great Indologist, Ananda 
Coomaraswamy points out, the fruits of “a common 
Cultural inheritance throughout an area extending 
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Sky Goddess, Earth God, 


—the original Archetype 


from Mesopotamia to Egypt and the Ganges to the 
Mediterranean” based upon “the worship of the 
Great Mother*."? 

TE was a matriarchal civilisation in which the 
priesthood, the heads of families and of the state 
were all female. The concept of feminine suprema- 
cy is so allen to modern minds that many male 
scholars bave described it in terms which imply 
abject subjection on the part of men. Speaking of 
Catal Huyuk, the oldest town at present known to 
archaeology, Mellaart, who waa the excavator, 
‘speaks of “man's subservience to women”,"* 
Charles Seltman says of the pre-Mycensean Greeks 
religion and custom were dominated by the fo- 
male principle, and men were but the 
* Graves saya 


‘gather certain foods, mind flocks 
‘and herds. ..20 long as they did 
not transgreso matriarchal 


that in prehistorie times 
“woman towers above 
man”, and spoaka of “he 
Contrast between tho domi 
Tant waman and the gor“ 
vile man’ 

"This assumption of 
man'a abject condition tn 
the anelant world iø but 

the result ot an ingrained 1 projudico 
‘ch bata at he ororturnlag of hla steal 

}. To an unprejud! eye, emerges 
Gr plenare of a peaceful oivlisation of small towaa, 
agen and a few small cities, based œa a common 
Taligin and philosophy, and where, under clear 
Tole leadership, maida abd man were able to co 
~operate, and“: Il the resources of human nature , 
ibinine and masculine, wore utilised to the full as 


‘When is a Goddess not a Goddess? 
Many writers bave referred to the Great Goddess 
of antiquity as an ‘earth-mother’ , ‘fertility goddess’, 
‘moon-goddese' ete. These notions derive directly 
‘from patriarchal myth which sought to make of the 
Goddess an inferior consort of the new god. In ma~ 
triarchal times, the Goddess represents the sky, 


@ Odes of Time a 


[FROM nif Par East to the Americas, from Africa 
to the Eskimos, from the earliest times to the most 
recent, every traditional philosophy is agreed that 
the Golden Age or Garden of Eden lies in the past, 
and that humanity has for a very long time grown ev- 
fer more distant from absolute spiritual Reality, ever 
‘more profoundly plunged into the illusions of the ma- 
torlal world, 

‘The modem myth of progress, on the other hand, 
which has been called “tho religion of the newepape: 
preaches a strange inversion of thia, holding that we 
have developed from a superstitious primitiveness 
and are rapidly approaching moral and physical per= 
fection on earth through the multiplication of materi- 
‘al acquisitions. 

The British matriarchal (Rhanniah) tradition is at 
one with all tradition, both matriarchal and patriar= 
chal, in seeing history as essentially the story of a 
long decline and degeneration from our first primor- 
dial wholeneag. More specifically, this decline takes 


the form of a cycle of four Ages, named in order the 
Golden, Sliver, Bronze and Iron Ages. This tradition 
of the four Ages does not belong only to the Rhennes. 
It was known by.the ancient Greeks and Romans and 


is still current today among the Hindus and the North 
American Indians, 


Of these Ages, the first Golden Age was by far 


the sun, the spiritual principle, while male figures 
might sometimes represent the exrth, the moon, 
and the material principle, Only in patriarchal 
times do we find what scholars call ‘solarisation’, 
‘which has boen defined as “a development whereby 
tho entire symbolic system of the earlier age is re- 
versed, with the moon and the hunar bull assigned 
to the mythic sphere of the female and the Hon, the 
solar principle, to the male”, 

‘Everywhere the sky and the sun have been olose- 
ly related to concepts of transcendence and the Ab- 
Solute. And this is precisely what the Goddess is. 
‘She is not an “earth goddesa’. She ie not a goddess’ 
at all in any modern understanding of the term. She 
4s Delty pure and simple. To return to our earlier 


question: When is a goddess not a goddess ? When 
She is God, 


For footnotes, see pTi. 


the longest. As the Ages became ever further re- 
‘moved from the primordial harmony, they also be- 
came progressively shorter. The last and shortest 
Age is the present Iron Age, also called the Dark 
Age or Kali Yuga; yet even this stretches back 
more than 5000 years into the past. 

Prom this time-scale it is clear that all Ages 
before this dark Iron Age were in the matriarchal 
period. Indeed, the early history of the Iron Af 
is, to a large extent, the history of the birth and 
‘gradual rise to ascendency of patriarchy. Given 
the nature of the historical cycla, as wo shall later 
sco, this development was inevitabl 

As with many other traditions, lator patriarchal 
authorities have ‘edited’ the traditional doctrines 
30 as largely to remove reference to the matriar~ 
‘chal nature of the earlier Agos. Largely, but not 
wholly: for example, the ancient Greek writer 
Hesiod, describing the Sliver Ago, tells us that 
“The men were utterly subject to thelr mothera and 
dared not disobey them, although they might live 
to a hundred years old 


The Age of Gola 


“The Golden Ago“, in fact, refors to that perlod 
when humanity was most completely in harmooy 
with the absolute spiritual Reality which underlies 
the appearances of the material world. In the light 
of that Reality, the true meaning of life, and of 
‘everything within it was luminoualy clear, and 
maid was able to live to hor fullest potential know- 
ing and fulfilling her true purpose in the world. 

‘The superiority of this primordial matriarchal 
world, acknowledged by all traditions, was pri- 
marily cne of intellect (ln the true sense of the 
word), or of vision. Whereas the modern mind is 
‘characterised by a drive to separate (analyse) all 
things, primordial maid saw all things as a har- 
‘monious unity. Outward and inward, world and ego, 
spirit and matter, all these things were one to the 
primordial maid. She was not an’ individual’ sepa- 
Tate from “the things about her”, but waa one with 
the world and with the Spirit, 

‘This unitive vision was neccessarily accompa- 
Bled by an intellectuality far subtlar and more pro- 
found than anything which the modern world could 
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understand, This is confirmed by the history of lan- must now turn our attention to the principles 
guage which is, after all, the history of human ‘which underlie this process. 

thought, Every human language ig a debased form of The material world exists between two extreme 
some more ancient language. The older the language, poles, both of which lie outside material manifes- 
the more subtle and complex its structure. Classical tation itself; one ‘above’ it and the other ‘below’ It, 
Greek, for example, is a maze of case~endings, de- The first is Essence or pure quality, the second 
clensions and conjunctions to most modern students. substance or pure quantity. Essence is that which 
Sanskrit, an earlier language of the same family, is gives shape, form and quality to things; substance 
far more complex. Classical Vedic scholars in India is the material ‘atafi" in which this shape and qual- 
— people who are already speaking Sanskrit-based ity ls manifested. In the case of a statue we may 
modern dialects — normally take ten years of inten- say that the stone of which it is carved ls the sub- 
sive study to master stance, and the shape 
Sanskrit grammar, Yet of the statue (original 
Piologista tell us tat tha ‘Idea’ in the artist 
the original indo-Euro- misd), the Essence. 
pean language wich BR AI things in the Uni- 
Favo birth to both Greek verse are Essences, or 
and Sanskrit was more A divine Ideas (Archetypes) 
complex than either. The 5 > expressed in substanco 
sheer concentration re- or matter. Pure Es~ 
{quired to speak one of > ence cannot exist on 

the ancient languages the material plane. It 
would be beyond moat would be, so to speak, 
modern minds. But “fowernesa’ but not a 
these languages were flower. Pure substance 
far more subtle, pre- without Easence would 


| ciso, rich and philo~ bave no qualities; no 
sepbical, Modern Wost- Tiai Retclarchal TMar shape, no size, no 


fm dialects, by contract, are crude instruments, weight, no colour, no texture, ote. Therefore it 
battar sulted to describing physical events than subtle too cannot exist on the material plane, 
|. philosophical concepta. This, of course, is perfectly Now Essence is the feminine pole and substance 
ta accord with the crudly ofthe modern mentality the masculino. In the bagimning all things were 
which understands itie beyond the physical order. pure Essences, realding unmanifost in the Mother. 
|" Rirtharmore, a study of the earlleat surviving The process of manifestation is the descent of Ea- 
languages shows thom to have had a range and variety sence into mbatance®. At the begtoning of this pro~ 
of sounda which leaves ua no option but fo conciade cess, Essence predomioates but tho eubetantial 
that in the far past buman eapecities for hearing and element increases throughout, and the Essential 
articulation were much finer snd more delicate than element diminishes. 
today. The same conchualon must be drewn from the This proceas is reflected In the human cycle, 
rhythmic and melodic subtlety of ancient music. which, like all natural cycles, le a microcosm of 
"the unitive vision of primordial maid may be manifestation. On the buman level thie has many 
‘called the quintessential feminine consciousness. It ‘consequences: on the one hand it entails a descent 
Ue rooted inthe total absorption af the soul inGod, in from x pure perooption of absolute Realty (as em- 
the form in which She has presented Herself to ku- bodied in the Essences) to a grosser and grosser 
tanity from the beginning — the Great Mother. preoccupation with matter, leading eventually to 
“he history of humanlty from the early part of s Pai = 
Pitepangan per AE a beresi edap Aae 
Eend ana G primordil apelna we Se anaa a ot Armee 


to a tree to a buman soul. At the hub of the wheel 
they are together in perfect unity. This is the realm 
of Perfect Forms in which we dwelt before the dawn 
of timo, The rim of the wheel, with its iron band, is 
the realm of pure materiality, which, although we 
Are now very close to it, we can never fully reach. 
‘The cycle of the Ages Is a descent from the tub of the 
whoel to the rim, 

‘Tho movement of the historical cycle is from 
unity to multiplicity, from harmony to discord, from 
the mubtleat forms of manifestation to gross matter, 
pa tenia eer 
‘modern materialism. On the other hand (since Ea- 
Sence is the feminine pole and substance the mascu- 
line) it lends to the shift of society from the femi- 
nine principle to the masculine. Indeed, patriarchy 
and materialem are simply different aspects of the 

jame tendency. 

Another consequence, since Essence is the prin- 
ciple of order, harmony and meaning, is not only 
(as we have seen) the progressive decline of human 
intollactuallty, but also the degeneration of human 
scaly Into ever-Inereaaing violence, dlacord and 

‘hla la Wholly in accordance with the law of ent- 
Topy stated by modern physics and confirmed by 
chemistry, mathematics and astronomy, which in= 
dicates that “the universe is runing down like a 
clock” ~ or more specifically, is degenerating from 
an organised whole into a pure randomness incapable | 
of producing heat, Light or life. This is surely a 
‘statement on the lowest and most material level of 
the principle of cyclical degeneration known from 
the most ancient times. 

Tn the light of this knowledge, we are now ready 
to examine the question: what is the real nature and 
‘meaning of the modern world — and what is the end 
to which it is leading? 


The End -== 


F WE ARE to understand matriarchal thought (or indeed any form of traditional 
thought), we must learn to think in symbols. The concept of the world as a 
wheel, for example, is a fundamental part of our ancient intellectual heritage. 

‘The central point of the wheel does not turn, yet it ls the cause of all turning, 

Just as the Abaolute is not manifest and yet gives rise to all manifestation (or, 
to put it in theological terms, we may sey that God is not in the material universe, 

yet Sho causes the material universe to exist), The spokes of the wheel are the 

divine Ideas or Archetypes which are the form of all material things, from a star 


from order to chaoa, from quality to quantity. 

At the beginning of the cycle, all humanity 
bad a single language, a single culture, a single 
‘religion’, But religion 1s not the correct word to 
uso, for religion is an invention of much later agos, 
when maid's spiritual vision was a special sepa- 
rate part of her life. In the first age ber language, 
her work, her play and all aspects of her life were 
‘simply ‘exteriorisations' of hor spiritual vision. 

A fow words of hor language could convey vol- 
‘umes of meaning. Just as a long paasage of a mod- 
‘em language can be translated by a much shorter 
passage in the more ancient and more sophisticat~ 
ed languages, such as Greek and Sanskrit, 0 the 
same passage in the primordial language might be 
A short phrase or even a single word. 

Art was restricted to the simplest geometrical 
forms, yet it could convey depths of meaning far 
‘treater than anything the modern mind can begin 
to comprebend. x 

‘The progressive loss of this stato la the history 
of the cycla. In the beginning mald can grasp vast 
tracts of truth in a single thought and expross them 
ina single word, But with exch generation sbo is 
able to take in lee and leso at a single timo, Lan- 
Biage becomes wordier, for she must have every 
thing ‘epelied out" to ber. Art becomes more elabo- 
rate, for the simple symbols must be augmented 
With ever more visual ‘explanation’, 

If is this process of elaboration which the mod- 
om mind, with ita inverted Iron-Age perspective, 
mistakes for ‘progress’ or ‘evolution’, despite (2+ 
for example, in the history of language) the clear- 
est possible evidence to the contrary. 

‘Ae the intellectual and spiritual faculties of 
maid diminished, ber involvement with the materia! 
domain increased. Certain symbolic events mark 
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Stages along this path, For example, it was a major 
Step tovard the ‘materialisation’ of human maid 
When sbe first lived in houses of stone or brick ra= 
ther than wood — that is to say, when she created 
her home environment from the mineral rather than 
the vegetable realm. Yet even in this period, there 
remained for a long time strict prohibitions upon the 
use of metals which would have represented the next 
Stage of descent. This prohibition was retained in 
certain specific ritual contexts well into patriarchal 
times, A Hebrew altar, for example, might be built 
only of whole stones for “thou shalt not Uift 

Up any tool of Iron upon them” ( Deuter 
onomy xxvil, $). But for several mil- 
Menia the prohibition extended toall f“ 
use of metal whatsoever. 7 

It was thia prohibition, based A 
upon sound metaphysical princi- , 
ples and a knowledge of cyclical” 
lava, that gave riso to the 
phenomenon known to archae- 
plogista as the “Stone Age”, 
‘To the modern mentality, 
Which can scarcely dream ot 
A civilisation which might or- 
anise and dolimit its material {f 
Activities on aupra-material 
Drinctples; which ia unable to re= 
strict ita own feverish activities 
on grounds of simple physical 
‘caution tn the face of near certain 
disaster (the nuclear field is one 
cbvious example among many oth- 
$9}; to this mentality it seems 
"obvious" that Stone Age human= 
ity must have been unable to work in matal and that 
the introduction of metallurgy must represent a dis- 
covery’, an “advance in human knowledge”, a” new 
step in evolution” ete. 

But consider: this period produced what even the 
modern world acknowledges to be some of the finest 
Pottery and artwork known to humanity. Monuments 
Such as Stonehenge have been shown to be based upon 
the most intricate mathematical and astronomical 
calculations, Matriarchal symbols, euch as the lab- 
tys, engraved on the stones reveal comections with 
cultures thousands of miles away; while, together 
With sister monuments tn Scotland and on the conti- 
nent, their specifications are so exact that among all 


The Mathematics of Savages? 


versity has observed, the calculations involved de- 
mand “a highly trained intellect”, and an organized 
“school or system of mathematical reasoning”, 
whose influence extended over a very wide area, 
must have lain behind them. 
To call these megaliths "computers in stone”, 
as some modem writers have done, betrays a vul- 
gar misunderstanding which assimilates what are 
în fact constructions of a far profounder order than 
the writers in question can well imagine with 
the baral producta of modern materialism, 
Peto agen fat te btlderg of 
N0 hese megaliths ware incapable, If 
they s0 chose, of ‘discovering’ and 
` No practising even the most rudi- 
` $ mentary metallurgy, or even 
N) (as schoo! text books and other 
‘popular sources still do) that 
they were loin-clothed semi- 
vagen, is an act of shoer 
impudence and deliberate 
perversity. 


e... 

‘The encroachment of the mas- 
coulino principle upon both soci- 
|e! ety and religion, and its relation 

to the processes of materialiaa~ 
tion and fragmentation is a com= 
plex subject, but we may examine 
it briefly by means of an example 
that le relatively famillar. Tho 
death and resurrection of the 
Child of God. 
This has long been the central Mystery 

of the Western tradition. Its roots are in the pri~ 
‘mordial matriarchal tradition, and the life, death 
and resurrection of Inanna (or Dana) Herself. As 
civilisation became more fragmented, the tradition 
took different forms in different places — Babylo- 
alan Istar, the Hanged Artemis of Arcadia, Helen 
of the Trees, Persephone, etc. Later still, the 
sacrificial Daughter was depicted in male forms — 
Attis, Adonis, Osiris, Tammuz, ete. The last of 
these masculinised forms was Jesus, but this cult 
took the masculist~materialist tendency one stage 
further, postulating a descent into material history, 
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with God dying on a particular piece of soil in a part- 
cular year under a particular provincial official 
named Pilate. This bringing of Eternity into time, 
this wholly untraditional denial of the transcendent 
nature of archetypal Events was at once the logical 
‘outcome of the image of a male god, and the sowing 
of a seed which must inevitably grow into modern 
‘scientific’ materialism. ‘Thomas, who would not be=- 
Move until he had put his fingers into Christ's wounds, 
was the firat rumble of the explosion of crass mat- 
erialism which took place seventeen centuries after 
his death, 


Of all civilisations in the history of humanity, 
the modem world stands out as a veritable 
anomaly, being the only one to have no 
basis whatsoever in principles which 
transcend the merely physical order. 

Indeed, it has so completely for= 
Zotten the very existence of such 
Principles that it assumes that all pre~ 
vious civilisations ware, lko itself, 
‘wholly concerned with the physical, or 
animal, aspect of life: that their whole 
existence was based upon the control 
of the physical environment and the 
Production of material goods, enter- 
talnments, etc. It la upon thie false 
‘Assumption that the entire modern doc~ 
trina of progreso" ia based. 

‘Tho modern mind can hardly con= 


And for this ignorance, the modern world is 
paying a terrible price. Material science’ devoid 
of any superior principle, is wreaking havoc upon 
the environment and threatening total destruction 
in a dozen different ways. Modern art, industry 
and architecture, devoid of any transcendent prin- 
ciples, have created a world of unprecedented ugli- 
ness and vulgarity. But most of all, kuman life, 
‘stripped of its true meaning and purpose, has pro- 
duced a neurotic and allenated humanity, increas~ 
Ingy alone and insecure in a meaningless, impor- 
sonal world, Chaos, violence and disorder of every 
jort are increasing by the day. 
For many centuries the world has been liv- 
ing on the inherited spiritual capital of the 
‘matriarchal ages. Now that capital has 
almost run out, and there is nothing 
left to hold human civilisation 


1s a total collapse inevitable? Ye 
This is in the nature of the historical 
cycle; it cannot be otherwise, Mod- 
‘ern conditions are nothing but the 
fulfilment, often to the letter, of 
Predictions based upon knowledge of 
cyclical lawo, and found in tradition- 
Al cultures all over the world. 

But it is equally certain that from 
this collapse will emerge a new Gold- 
en Age and a return to the primordial 
Tradition of humanity. For juat as day 


Aneen Kolowa night and spring follows win= 
colve of the fact that our ancestors “e Of this laaf dark Age. lar, so the Dark Age of the histor- 
had far botter things with which to occupy themselves ical cycle Ls inevitably followed by a poriod of 

than the “conquest of nature"; that ancient craft was restoration. 


not a simpler forerunner of modern industry, but a 
spiritual vocation, in which the needs of body and 
‘soul wore satisfied togethor; that traditional sacred 
Sciences were not crude attempts to understand the 
Physical world, but profound studies of the true taner 
Workings of the cosmos, of which the modern materi— 
alist ‘sciences’ are mere residues or husks, 

of all but the most outward and superficial signifi- 
cance. In short, the modern world cannot compre— 
hend the fact that traditional civilisation was direct- 
ed to the true end and meaning of human life — the 
pursuit of our spiritual destiny — and not to the end- 
less accumulation of material wealth and power. 


——_—_—_ 


“IT IS remariable that the many varied and highly 
‘expert author-archaeclogiste in the excellent series 
"Ancient Peoples and Places’ expresa thelr wonder 
Aat the evidence they have found that women were once 
pre-eminent in each of their areas of research, from 
the Near East to Ireland. Each writes an if this an= 
cient dominance of women were unique and peculiar 
to bis archaeological province, Yet taken all together 
these archaeological finds prove that feminine 
pre-eminence was a universal, and not a localised, 
phenomenon.” 


INTERLUDE: 


The Srientist & the Book 
A Parable 


My LADY gave to me a book; and it was called the universe. But be- 
‘cause I bad not seen such a thing before, I knew not how to find its 
meaning. 

‘So T went with my book to a man who was wise with the wisdom 
of this world, and I asked him, “ Have you seen this book before?” 
‘and he replied, ” Many times have I seen this book.” 
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ingly calculated estimation of its age, together with 
AN the stepa by which ths estimation was arrived 


But,” T asked, “can you not tell me the meaning 
Ot tho book; what has it to tell un?” : 
‘The man who was wise with the wisdom of this 
World began to laugh. “But my dear girl,” he sald, 
wiping away tears of mirth, “that is not a scientific 
question.” 
Caring little for what category my question was 
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‘Thea I asked him, “Can you tell me the meaning of this book?” 

whereupon he brought forth a great bundle of papers bound with cords, 
“Herein,” he sald, you will find everything that can be knows 

‘about this book, You will find its exact weight to tho last mil- 

‘cath of an ounce, its exact size to the last millionth of an inch, 
aN the precise thicknese of each page, the exact composition of its 

materials, its mase, tte density, the most painstak- —< 


placed in, I said,” Then Twill ask an unscientific 
question. 

‘an unscientific question is a question which it~ 
‘self has no meaning,” he replied. 

So I left, taking with me the bundle of papers in 
order to read over them and ponder upon what had 
been said, 

‘On the following morning, I went again to the man 
who was wise with the wisdom of the world and said 
to him, “Sir, you eay that these papers comain all 
that can be known of thia book, and yet, looking 
‘through them, I find that they say almost nothing of 
the small black marks which cover every page." 

“That is correct,” admitted the sage. “You will 
find in our report that they are made of a substance 
‘called ink; but I must confess that I was perhape a 
{ttle — well — forward in saying that the report con- 
tains oi! that is to be known about the book, But there 
‘are teams of bighly trained people working day and 
‘Bight on those black marka. Very soon we will know 
exactly how high each one stands off the page, ovon 
though it be measured in the tintest fractions, We 
‘will calculate the exact welght and density of each 
Tark and record the smallest differences between 
the precise shades of black. I can confidently pre- 
dict that within the very near future — possibly with- 
în your own Lifetime — we will know everything that 
can be known about the book called the universe.” 

‘And I left that place heavy of heart, for I could 
find no answer to the things that had been sald; and 
‘yet I felt certain that something was lacking, and 
that it was the most Important thing of all. 


ction II: The Rhennish Tradition 


We Are the Rhennes 


‘Tae MATRIARCHAL TRADITION was dominant throughout the world for un- 
told thousands of years, alongside which the few dozen centuries of patriar~ 
‘chal dominance are but a brief interlude in the course of human history; & 
arlod of disturbance, 
Which the normal pattern of human civilisation ls momentarily interrupted. 
1s it probable that during this short interval the normal and orthodar 
tradition of humanity should be wholly and utterly forgotten? It is not, and 
Indeed this hae not beea the case. In many parts of the world the matriar~ 


marking the end of a great world-cycle, during 


chal tradition has been contimed in certain familles and communities. 10 


the British Islands and in Brittany, our native matri- 
archal culture la called Rhennish. 

We are the Rhennes. Our symbol is the white 
maro, From time untold we have inhabited the islanda 
at the far west of the world. Once we ruled a mighty 
Empire in Northern Europe — part of the world’s 
last great matriarchal civilisation, Por centuries we 
held the patriarchal barbarians at bay, keeping the 
northern world safe for civilisation: but eventually 
wo wore driven back to the island strongholds of the 
‘Rheoneland, When Mider, the firat patriarchal king, 
ensconced himself in these islanda, our daring, dash- 
Ing Queen Colwyn smote him down again. But the de= 
cline of the Iron Age ia inexorable. In the end we 
wore defeated in England and at langth even aur fort- 
rosses in the west of Ireland wore over. For cen- 
turies our religian was outlawed and we faced in- 
creasing persecution. If power and tyranny and ruth- 
lessnesa were encugh to destroy a tradition, then ma- 
triarchy in those islands would be a thing of the past, 
crushed out of existence centuries ago. But we are 
the Rhennes, and we do not know the word surrender. 

From generation to generation our tradition bas 
been passed down, always in secrecy, and often in 
direst danger. We live according to “Themis, the 
Law of the primordial Tradition. Maids are the 
heads of households and leaders of the community, 
and all the important aspects of life are carried an 
‘aa they have been from time immemorial. 

But what sort of people are wo, we Rhennes? I 
cannot do better than to quote at length the following 
passage written by a maid who has spent her life in 
A Rhemish community, > 


It ia a strange paradar, though perhaps not 
prising one, that in the modem world, where every 
‘emphasis is laid upon" personality’ and ‘individual- 
ity’, individual people become ever less distinguish- 
able from the common masa; while in a traditional 


Č 


society, which cares nothing for’ personality’ and 
{ts development, strong, vivid and compelling char- 
Actara are the rule rather than the exception. 

Growing up in a Rhenniah matriarchal commun- 
ity, I was surrounded by these characters; proud 
and noble, irascible and loving, witty and wise. 
More digaified than any moder pornon would dare 
to be, and yet able to join in a game of tag or hide- 
and-seek with the exuberance of eight-year-old. 
Larger than life the modem world would call themi 
‘but that ts only because modem materialism bas 
made of human life a thing smaller and shoddier 
than it was ever meant to be. 

A people that lives in the light of Eternity la not 
‘bounded by the provincialiam of the present. The 
distant past and the far future were a part of our 
ally thoughts. The battles of the Cheat! (Western 
Amazons) and of the Rhennisleague (British Amaz- 
cus) were fought again by our firesides, and pas- 
‘ions ran high over the ‘current events’ of forty 
centuries ago. Ifa Rhemnish family was robbed of | 
land by the patriarchy a thousand years ago, Yoo 
may be sure they know it to the last yard and intend 
to have it back even if they muat wait another thou 
sand years. After so many centuries we did not and 
do not accept the legitimacy of the patriarchal ty- 
Tant ne whit more than U he had invaded our 
Shores and sacked our temples the day before yen- 
‘erday. Hard, unyielding, loyal, patient; “a people 
of granite” = Prophet Mother Alethes called us. 
‘These were the people that I grew up among. 

Yet tough as they were, they were gracef in 
their ways and manners, as all matriarchal peoples 
Are graceful; and tough as they brought ua up tobe. 
they wore more loving than any Blentish (non= 
Madrian) community can be. Love surrounded us 
‘ag children — the love of our parents, our auns and 
‘clea, our teachers, my mother's craft-puplis — 
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almost everyone I mew. Love is a scarce resource 
in Blentish society. R is rationed out to spouses, 
children, immediate relatives and possibly a close 
friend or two. tn a Rhenniah community, love is all 
around us. It is in the air we breathe. Embraces are 
frequent and heartfelt, There are real tears from the 
whole household when a friend has to leave. When a 
Rhene takes you to her heart, you have a friend for 
ds hace Lamoth tag the wll ck Go Sor 308, wo te 
le in which she will not stand by you, Overspreading, 
sud dering al hia love ia te Tove ot tae 
elf, who is the Friend of everyone and the 
Source of all love, Amid thia love, coupled with firm 
discipline, the Rhennish child grows up with a feel- 
ing of completo security and an imer strength which 
‘endures throughout her life, Neurosis, depression 
and all the mental ills endemic in the modern world 
Are unknown to the Rhennish peopl 
that great hardahip is 
‘struggle to preserve the traditional way of life a= 
Kalnst the onslaught of modernist patriarchal tyramy. 


‘To thie day the vast majority of the Rhennes choose 
to continue their traditional secrecy and employ a 
{OEY of ingenious methods for maintaining it. We 
lly sympathise with this policy, but we also be~ 
Move that as the Iron Age draws to its chaotic con- 


fe 


The White Mare of Uffington 


clusion and patriarchal civilisation begins to crum- 
ble from within, eaten away by its own inherent 
disorder and destructiveness, the time is coming 
when ever increasing numbers of people will be 
ready to return to the primordial tradition. 

For this reason it is our purpose to establish a 
number of New Rhennish communities, made up 
mostly of people born outside traditional matri~ 
archal families. These will provide a way for those 
who are ready to leave the directiontess chaos of 
the modern world and return to a meaningful Ilfo 
‘centred upon the universal harmony *themia). 

Slowly more people will return to the mother- 
faith and tradition of all humanity, and, amid the 
harshest frosts of the patriarchal winter, the 
first green shoots shall appear above the surface 
— the heralds of a dawning Age. 


eee 


Tr 1s otto asked why the Rhennes reject the whole 
Paraphernalia of modern technological society. 1s 
{at a nostalgia or sentimental fection for the 

‘The answer is that the Rheaniah attitude has no- 
thing to do with sentiment, but has a solid base in 
‘cred science. The traditional mind, as we shall 
seo in section TIT of this book, sees that nothing is 
Accidental”. A materia things are reflections of 
A spiritual Truth (or Archetype). Thay are part of 
the cosmic harmony, or “themis. 

Similarly, avery object of human use, be it a 
wheel, a lamp, a picture or a story reflects Arche 
typal Reality. It has two purposes; the first and 
most important is to provide a ritual, intellectual 
‘and contemplative ‘support’ to heip maid toward 
the true aim and purpose of her life. The second 


and inferior purpose is its material use — to give 
light, to transport things, to entertain, etc, 

‘Maid is the central point between earth and hea~ 
ven, Between the world of matter and that of Spirit, 
Thus everythlog she makes and does has a double 
aspect — material and spiritual, physical and meta= 
physical. It is only when she forgets her spiritual 
ature that ber works become purely material, Then 
‘she lives oa the animal level seeking only to eat bot 
ter, drink better and increase her physical and 
‘emotional satisfactions. However sophisticated ber 
methods may be (modern technology being a case 
in point) she still lives on the animal level. Her 
‘works are not governed by *themis but only by 
(greed and material advantage. And quickly her life 
‘comes to lack all sense of purpose and direction, 

‘There is no middle way. Either we live in *the~ 
mis or out of It, That is why the Rhennes reject the 
‘whole panoply of modern technology; for only the 
traditional ways and crafts revealed by our Mother 
from the beginning can produce a truly human life. 


A Rhennish 
Childhood 


to gaze at Her before I fell asleep. My mother had told me that She would enfold me 
in Her mantle as I slept, and in my earliest daya { imagined that as soon as my 
eyes were closed in dream, the statue would step down from her niche and cover 
me with her blue cloak. T often hoped that, just once, She would allow me to see 
, Her doing tt, 

‘The statue had been carved by my mother during the time that she was expecting 
my birth, and painted by my father in its rich blue and violet and gold. It was 


blessed by cur priestess on the same day that 1 was 
‘tamed and offered to our Lady; therefore it had a 
special magica! link with me. 

While my immortal soul was shaping my body 
within my mother’s body, so she was shaping that 
other human form without; taratag i from a shapeless 
Piece of wood into a delleata and powerful represent= 
Atlon of ho Mother of all soula and the Maker of ali 
things. There was magic in thla — T fel it deeply 
from the time I could firat understand; but later {was 
to learn how every craft la sacred, and how a sapar= 
natural element a present in every art practised in 
the true Tradition, passed down from mother to maid 
Since the dawn of time, 

My mother was “a most consummate worker in 
the wood”, as 1 once heard the *ancilla (priestess 
Mandmaiden) say. She not only made statues, but 
Dleces of furniture and many other tainga. the great 
dark dresser which dominated th kitshen was her 
handiwork. She was usually busy making and repair- 
ing all manner of farming implements. Her hands 
were à growing souroe of wonder to me. When {was 
very young I believed all growa-upe to be capablo of 
Accomplishing anything they chose, bat as I grew ctd- 
er, 1 ome to realise tat my mother’s hands were 
something special. Small, strong and deft, thoy per~ 
formed the most complicated taska wth deceptive 
ee. Ia those hands graceful and harmonious shapes 

rere conjured from the brute, unyielding wood. 

“There was something in thia that eavgured of more 
‘than magic, for, as my father told me, “even so did 
oa fashion the world with Her bande”, Iceuld never 
listen to a certain passage from The Creation einer 
in the Temple or at our domestic Rites, without 
thinking of my mother at her work: 


“and Her hands new cunning, and She stretebed 
forth Her hands and gave a shape to each frag- 
ment, and no one was like any other.” 

~.. „And each fragment was filled with Hor de= 
Ught, and therefore was living, and some grew 
in the deep carth and became plants and trees, 
‘some ran about the ground or flew above it: and 
those first-made that had no place to be set down 
became the fishes and the creatures of the sea”. 


Many years later, {was to learn that the Grook 
word for ‘matter’, hyle, originally meant ‘wood’. 80 
the Greeks also thought of God as a carpenter, cat= 
ving all things from the prime materia of tho world. 
Or, more truly, they saw carpentry as the perfect 
image or ‘reflection’ of creation. 

This was the way wo looked at things. A way that 
any anclent Greek or Indian would have understood, 

‘anyone from any part of the antique world, But 
A way that has become quite strazige and foreign 
to our own countrypeople in Gur own time. 

‘Mother was.a Ranya in her craft. That meant not 
niy that she was mistress ofits technique and mys- 
teries and a teacher of pupils. Her position was in 
many ways more like that of an eastern guru. For 
the craft was not simply a means of “producing the 
goods"; it was first and foremost a spiritual deci? 
line. The ‘ mystique’ and perfectionism of all the old 
Craft ia a remnant of that time when thetr more- 
than-earthly significance was still remenibered. A 
large part of the discontent of the modern world Is 
due to the fact that the work people do has no signi- 
ficance beyond the mundane. 

It was not only with her hands that my mother 
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was clever; she had a sweet and clear singing voice 
and knew a very great number of the traditional 
‘Songs of our people: sweet wistful songs, light danc- 
ing songs, tragic songs of the sorrows we have suf- 
ferred in centuries past, -glorious hymns of praise 
and adoration. How often we would sing togetber at 
Some work in the kitchen, and others would join in 
too, for rarely were we alone there for long. 

‘The kitchen was the bustling centre of our bouse- 
hold, and certainly it was the centre of my life in my 

irliest years, for mother would never take me into 
the workshop. So, with her or without her, I was 
usually there, amid its cheerful clutter and warmth, 
ita burniahed copper and wrought iron, its pottery 
and terracotta, its woaderful mixture of smells 
yrmented yeast and herbs, vinegar and 
Spices, new-baked bread and animals, all 
Jumbled together. 


eee 


In many waya my fathor was a very con- 
trasting personality to my mother. While 
‘tho was controlled and dignified and a Ilt- 
tlo reserved, he was of a sanguine and 
outgoing temperament. He found life in 
general to be amusing and laughed often. 
‘While my mothor was learned in the hist- 
ory of our people, and could, with a tt 
tle persuasion, be induced to tell high tales 
of the ancient daya, my father knew countless merry 
‘yams and could tall more of the tricks of Shearwind 
the vixen than anyone Ihave mat. His songs, too, 
Were of the merrier sort, and though hie singing 
Voice was not sweet and true like my mother’ 
could hold a tune well enough on a fireside evening 
with plenty of good ale inside him. 

I remember when I first went to a large city in 
my teen-age; some Rhennes who had knowledge of the 
lace came to guide me through that unfamiliar world, 
‘They wore much embarrassed by the noise and frenzy 
by the thousand umatutal things that were monuments 
lo adebased and materialistic way of life. There was a 
sense of shame in allowing these thirgs to come into 
Contact with a properiy-reared Rhenish child. By 
contrast, about a year later, my father bad occasion 
to take me through that same city- In him there was 
o trace of embarrassment. He pointed cut the office 
blocks and vulgar advertising posters and simply 
roared with laughter. To him the monstrous anomaly 
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of moder civilisation was just a hugo, outlandish 
joke. And nothing in the world could have protected 
me from the strangeness and wickedness of that 
modem Babylon better than the comfortable, con- 
fident and heartfelt laughter of my father. 

‘To those who did not know him, it may have 
seemed that he was a person who ignored the deep- 
er and more serious side of llie. But that was not 
0. He had unbounded admiration for my mother's 
wisdom and devout spirituality, and this was an in~ 
tegral part of his deep love for her. The Scriptures 
‘say that a man may approach God Herself through 
his wile, and this my father did, He treated her al- 
‘ways with a deep reverence, obedience and de- 
votion. Of course, any man would count It a 
low and contemptible thing actually to disobey 
hie wife, but my father's service went beyond 

both natural obedience and natural love, 
He saw within my mother the light of 
the Divine. He sought hor advice upon 
all things and treated her lightest word 
as an oracle. He brought ber often gifta of 
flowers or of some little thing that he had 
made for her, like one who brings an 
‘an offering to the Temple, 


Spirit Herself: while he, by his 
devotion, inspired ber on toward 
perfection; each loving the other more dearly be- 
‘cause the heart and core of their love was tho love 
of God; and loving Her more dearly in the love of 
one another. This is the secrot of the love of maid 
‘and man, and (be reason why marriage is a sacred 
contract and a true vocation. 

1 sometimes wonder what my father would have 
boen like if he had not been a Rhenne. Deprived of 
a meaningful craft, of the guidance, governance and 
love of a true matriarchal marriage, cut off from 
the way of obedience and the support and good com= 
pantonship of a traditional community, he would 
‘have been forced to live, like so many other poor 
creatures, a life without depth or meaning or true 
purpose; deadened at heart by the lies of modem 
materialism, yot brainwashed from the age of five 


soul by an aching sense of tho futility of it al 
the world had lost one of the finest and most beauti~ 


ha 
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THE BRIDGE: a magic gateway 


WELL, two roots actually. An 
Droichead Beo, the bullding, in a 
large two-roofed ex-hotel set in 
some two acres of ground and with 
grazing rights on a further flfty- 
five acres on the rugged and beaut 
ful west coast of Ireland, 
Droichead Beo, the commun 


lty, in the firøt opon matriarchal 
‘settlement in these Islandu for nigh 
on a thousand years, run ontiroly 

according to the lawa and cuntonu 


of the Ri 
lon aa it has been paanod down by 
he old matriarchal familias of 


To Ireland — appropriate both because Ireland has always been a 
a largo proportion 


atronghold of the Rhennish tradition and becaus 
of the Noyarhennya wore Irish or of Irish descent. 
‘And ao it wa 


of the your — the time of talos and magic. 

Lux Madriana representa the open movement of 
the British matriarchal tradition; yet some have 
nuguested that our move makes us too remote to be 
truly open, Our reply la that if a person ls not suf- 
flolantly worious and committed to make her way to 
tho woat of Ireland It Is not Likely that she wilt be 
sufficiently serious and committed to change her 
whole way of Life and her very heart and soul. 

At the same time, the establishment of this 
colony provides the best possible opportunity to any- 
‘one who truly wants to become a part of the living 
matriarchal tradition. instead of simply reading 
about It and attending the occasional meeting, she 
can now make a pilgrimage into the matriarchal 
world Itself, stay there for a few days or a week or 

iwo, and decide whether she would like to 
stay forever or whether to return, spirital- 
ly refreshed, Into the modern world. 
As well as welcoming general visi- 
tors, we have a regular programme 


in the autumn of the year, that the firat pilgrim 
founders of An Droichead Bao, (households from Oxford, Landon, 
Bristol and Yorkshire) set out to establish the settlement, arriving in 
time for the feast of Samhain, the traditional beginning of the dark half 


Britain and Troland, 


‘The Bridge is situated atu 
Burtonport (pop. 200), Co. Dos 
Ocean and the Ile of Aranmors 
is Lotterkenny, some forty mil 
ot London (01-80-7790) rina 0 
Donogal town and Lattorkenny. | 

28 single and L39 return 


of specific events, such as a variety of short renl- 
dential courses on subjects ranging from general 
‘matriarchal philosophy through sacred music and 
dance to calligraphy, spinning and weaving. In each 
the skill is not simply learned for ita own sako 
but as a realisation of the metaphysical symbolism 
and ritual power of the craft. Each craft is a rinl 

actualisation’ of some aspect of the conmo drami 
which underlies and creates the world. For exampl 
the crafts of weaving and spinning are intimately 
connected with the cyclical mysteries of cosmic 
‘manifestation, The polnt of the courses is to teach 
‘you not only to practise the craft, but to enter Into 
its inner essence. They are set firmly In the oon 
text of participating in the life, work and ritual of 3 
matriarchal community. 

But what sort of place is a New Rhennish colony 

What would a visitor find when she went there? Wha 
she would nor find is a group of ordinary modem 


DOROICheEGD Beo SS 


A Matriarchal Village under One Roof 


But unlike the older matriarchal communities, 
tha majority of the people in An Droichead Beo were 
f not born and bred in the Rhennish tradition. They 
tie people who have chosen to reject the modem 
fute-patriarchal world and to return to 
(al matriarchal tradition. They have changed not 
ly their way of lifo, tut their entire way of seeing 
he world. They have ceased to be twentieth- 
poople and have returned, mind, body and 
nd infinitely protounder world, 
Just a bullát a 
dge tr 
natriar 
me = An 


An Dr 
t la a place of Lean ition = a m the 
modem world to the Living coomos of u 
tradition, That in the meaning of lia 
Droichead Beor Tho Living Bridge 

1 Deidge is 
a natural devolop= 
ment {rom the 
work of Lax Madri~ 
ana, Lux Madriana 
was founded aome 
years ago for the 
‘purpose of bring- 


go of tho amall village of 


|; within aight of the Atlantic 
fo ronrent town of any size 
ay, Tho Magio Bus company 
nervioa from London to 
at tho timo of writing (1082) 
por ratas in winter. 


ing the primordial matriarchal tradition to the 
majority of the population who have lost it, The 
movement began with a group of traditional Rhennes 
in the south of England who belleved that as the 
ron Age comes to ita chaotle conclusion the time 
s ripe for sowing the seeds of the future — tho in- 
jle return of the whole of bumanity to the prim 
ordlal tradition, 
r reasons of security, the movement was kept 
id Nhenniah notwork of oom- 
lL continued to rocelve he 


p from 
a New Rhenish network 
(ou p of 
hen ish households in various pare of ho 
country and with a cøntral headquartor at Oxford. 
Thin ayator worked well for a time, but Living in 
the modern world without the support of a largor 
‘matriarchal community places severe limita upon 
the progress a person or family can make toward 
becoming truly traditional poople. After a fe 
yours, we knew that we had reached thong limita, 
1 was decided that we must go forth and found 
an united colony of New Rhennew. Our Lady lod us 


poople who are Interested in the 
ldea of matriarchy. Tnstoad she 
would have an experience some= 
thing Uike that of stepping 
a magl gateway into 
‘nother world, A world that 
might have been vory much the 
a thousand or even ten 
and years ago. 
Tt is not the lack of modern 
amenities which creates the 
sonse of anclentness and mystery 
Which surrounds the colony. It 
1s the people themselves, the 
they think, speak and act. 
fienly the modern world seems 
Tather trivial and silly compared 
ith the grace, dignity and elfin 
Ightness of this ancient race. 


DINNER BY LAMPLIGHT: some members of tho Bridge 
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THE BRIDGE: à magic gateway 


Wiz, two roots actually. An 
Droichead Boo, the building, is a 
large two-roofod ex-hotal aot in 
some two soran of ground and with 
grazing righta on a further fifty- 
five soron on tho ruggod and beautt= 
{ol wont coast of ireland, 

An Droichead Doo, the oommun 
lty. Ww tho firat opon matriarchal 
sottloment in thomo iniand for nigh 
on a thousand yeara, eun entirely 
according to the lawa and oumtoma 
of the Rhenniah macrlarobal tradit- 
lon aa t hag boon passed down by 
the old matriarohal familan of 
Dritain and Froland, 


{0 Iroland — appropriate both because Ireland has always been 
stronghold of the Rhenniah tradition and because a large proportion 


of the Noyarhennya were Irish or of Irish descent. 
‘And ao it waa, in 


of tho yonr — the time of tales and magic. 

Lux Madriana representa the open movement of 
tho Britiah matriarchal tradition; yet somo have 
‘auyguated that our move makes un too remote to be 
truly open. Our reply (a that If a person is not sul- 
ficiently serious and committed to make her way to 
the woøt of Kreland it ig not likely that she wili be 
‘ufflolently serious and committed to change her 
whole way of life and her very heart and soul. 

‘At the aumo time, the establishment of thia 
colony providos the beat possible opportunity to any= 
‘one who truly wanta to become a part of the living 
matrlavohal tradition. Instead of simply reading 
about it and attending the cocasional meeting, she 
‘oan now make a pilgrimage Into the matriarchal 
world Itself, atay there for a few days oF a week or 

iwo, and decide whether she would like to 
may forever or whether to return, spiritual- 
ly refreshed, into the modern world. 
‘well as welcoming general vini- 
tora, wo have a regular progra 


jutumn of the year, that the first pilgrim 
founders of An Droichead Beo, (households from Oxford, London, 
Bristol and Yorkshire) aot out to establish the settlement, arriving in 
time for the feast of Samhain, the traditional beginning of the dark half 


THE SILVER 
Since the first public 
Bridge has become or 
called the Silver Siste 
maids and girls who | 
share our very differ 


of specific events, such ag a variety of short ren- 
dential courses on subjects ranging from general 
matriarohal philosophy through sacred muslo and 
danco to calligraphy, spinning and weaving. In onch 
oase the skill ia not simply learned for itn own sako, 
but aw a realisation of the metaphysical aymbotlsm 
and ritual power of the craft, Each oraft in à ritual 

‘actualination’ of some aspect of the cormic drama 
which underlies nnd creates the world, Por examplo, 
the crafta of weaving and spinning aro Intimately 
connected with the oyelleal mysteries of comic 
manifestation, The point of the coursos Ia to touch 
you not only to practise the craft, but to enter into 
its inner esuence, They are sot firmly in U 
text of participating in the life, work and ritual of a 
‘matriarchal community 

But what sort of place is a New Rhennish colony 

What would a vieitor find when sho wont there? Wiat 
she would not find la a group of ordinary modem 


A Matriarchal Village under One Roof 


Dut unlike the older matriarchal communities, 
tho majority of the people in An Droichead Beo were 
not born and bred in the Rhenniah tradition. They 
are poople who havo chomen to reject the modern 
lato-patrlarchal world and to retum to the primor= 
dial nuatriarehal tradition, ‘Thay have changed not 
only hoir way of lifo, but their entire way of seeing 
the world, Thay have coaged to be twent(eth- 

| people and hava returned, mind, body an 


an older and infinitaly profounde 
ond Doo ia not Junt a bulldin 
ty = it la a pinoe of transit 
en world to the living o 
That ia the moaning of ita name — An 
4 Dooi The Living Dridgo. 


An Droloh= 


timation 
Drotohe 


The Bridge is 
natural develop= 
‘ment (rom the 
work of Laue Madri= 
ana. Lax Madriana 
was founded some 
years ago for the 
purpose of bring- 


ISTERHOOD 
jon of this book, the 
li-female community. , 
food. It is open to 
ld like to come and 
ht life. 


oroichedo Beo 


Ing the primordial matriarchal tradition to the 
majority of the population who have last it, Tho 
‘movement began with a group of traditional Rhennen 
in the south of England who believed that an tho 
iron Age comes to Ita ohaotio conclusion the time 
Ws ripe for sowing the needa of the future — the i= 
vitable return of the whole of humanity to the prim: 
1 tradition, 
oF reasons of security, (he movement wan hept 
separate trom 


he Old Rhonniah network of com- 
nition, although it continued to reoaive help from 
ther. Instead, a New Rhenniah network 
arhennya — was founded consiating of 
Now Rhennish households in various parin of the 
‘country and with a contral headquarters at Oxford 
‘This system worked well for a time, but living i 
the modem world without the support of a largor 
matriarchal community places severo timita upon 
the progress a parson or family can make toward 
becoming truly traditional people. Aftor a faw 
years, we knew that wo had reached thowe limita, 
it was decided that we must go forth and found 
an united colony of New Rherinew, Ou Lady lod us 
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DINNER BY LAMPLIGHT: some members of the Bridge 


aids of the 
Oo l d fa ith hame no dleet operon 


Machpelah Hs now hail, win 
several adherents who want 1o 


ine toana tel ae S 
JOHN AVISON P mporn inalam Aat 
goes to Hebden ear rat 
Bridge to meet //] N\ a Eep menaip 


d f a : 
tewots AQ D/S meses 


mot arge. In the, prone 


oldest religion, Fomes i andon Kent, 
who believe that Em, scattered hou 

i The Rhennish Symbol The world is somewhat weary 
God is a woman 


of hacky religion. The Rhen 

nes, I'm pleased to say, sidestep 
THE FLICKERING flame of the world’s oldest religion al the sticky ‘tte sects. The 
burns on in Hebden Bridge. Its adherents, who in earlier Madtion or ony byn 
days would have been roasted at the stake as witches, Dove al andan. 
conduct quiet, gentle lives in Machpelah House and hold 


1 talked to Lady Ateth 


ina 
that God is a woman, room bythe plow of a log fre 
Well . . . it’s not quite that simple. The group of eee s 
eight — seven adults and a child named Persephone — Mer, slow. 

belong to the Rhennish Community. istic way offe 
‘The Rhennes' traditional matriarchal way of life has, it is he At de) 
claimed, been handed down, mother to daughter, for Banai, Sroa edict noe 
Subject to persecution since the rise of The “maids” wear long dresses 
male-dominated religions, and especially during the Middle and cover thelr" hen ets 
Ages, the historical record has passed them By presence of guests, though the 
Rhennish families live secret lives, dotted over men appear to have no such 

Europe and the British Isles, but a new breed — the sartorial strictures 

Novarhennya — are a more open, evangelical branch. The first Sho explained: Since the be 
Northern community, started at Machpelah Int summer, is ting Gvisaton tet have 


as almost an accident that we came to Hebden 
said Lady Alethea FiaMoura, who holds the title 
“Lady* from her status in the temple; she is a senior Rhenne 

“Two of our members lived here for many years. This 
house became available. We felt the time was right to start a 
new house.” ont 


AS OTHERS 
| GEES 


A recent article, repro~ | 
| duced, with kind permi 
sion, from the Halifax | 
Evening Courier. 

‘The Machpelah com- 
munity was one of the 
households which united 
to form the An Drolch- 
ead Boo settlement, 


Thi Inter iden has really 
taken off inthe last 400 years, 
though its roots were with the 
Philosophers of ‘Ancient 
Greeces” the added 

sully we now have a 
that doen not eal 
ings as symbolic of res 

ity laeit. This 

ignores higher levels 
thee. Tt has become ani 


roots, 
talk largely makes good 


behind the 
however, becomes 100 
to be absorbed Int two-hour 
Interview 

Tis followers believe that they 
are not practising a religion 
They are living essentially dtte. 
Tent lives. Every breathy every 
Action, every thought takes place 
within that “different” Me 

The, Rhennes live by dona 
tions, by the profits of erature 
Sales, and by the making and 
felling of jewellery and chanting 
beads, It seems a tenuous exist 
ence, but they live simply, brew 
ing thet own beer, eng fo 

tales and pociry. learning 

and talking 

"They have their own oral and 

en language, their own 

phabet “and scriptures, thee 
own secret calendar, and a num- 
ter of rituals and ‘beliefs that 
remain, to the outsider, totally 
mystifying 

"Tel sriptures are copied by 
hand in the Rhennish sent, 

"The notion of craft is a apie 
itual thing said Lady Alethea. 


DONNA RHIANNON: head of the 
Machpelah community 


"You practise it as a ritual. A 
thing W worth more and is more 
futfing ii i done well, with 
love. Its part o lite. That s why 
wwe dont’ have many modern 
things about 

eryihing i a devotional 
act, Religion and ite are insepa 
able. s = 

The essence of the message 

seems 1o be that present societ i 

"d. iorant oft spiritual 
lage and. therefore 
fied and unfothiied. 


One day soon, say the Rhen: 
nes, we will all return to the fold 
and worship the Mother God. 
They are preparing for that day in 
a small way in Hebden Bridge, 
find that day willbe the first of a 
Golden Age 


@ Members of the, Rhennes 
community in Hebden Bridge 
appear on ITV's “Behind the 
Veit" series on Sunday at 6 
pm. 


THE SACRED YEAR. 


‘Thome tothe modern patriarchal mentality, isa seasonal issuas of The Coming Age, Here we shall 
‘stralght line. To the traditional matriarchal mind it outline only the basic structure of the year. 
ja a circle, The year, for example, is for any tradi- he year has thirteen months, each of twenty- 
ona! community a recurring cycle of feasts and eight days. The twenty-eight day month symbolises 
fasts, each with its ovn distinct character. The mod- the lunar month, although the four quarters of the 
fag ind knows nothing but the monotonous thrum'of real lunar month are also celebrated. The calendar 
{he working week, broken only by mechanically regu- ia mado up of four seven-day weeks. They represent 
jar weekends’, Prom a living round of ritual and athe four elementa of fire, water, earth and alr. Tht 
theatre of sacred drama, time is straightened and seven days of the week each belong to one of the 
narrowed (nto a flat, featureless strip, like a rail- “Geniao (aoe p.24). 
track or a motorway, and, like them, is thought of he year bas four sensona plus a filth, Spring, 
4a having no value in Itself, being only a means to Summer, Autumn and Winter are each three months 
an end. Maid herself ie herded into cities and work- long. The fifth season of Moura laste only a alagle 
Places bearing no relation to anything in nature; con- month. It is the month of fasting and purification. 
{rolled environments in which the seasons can pasa Spring belongs to water, Summer to fire, Autumn 
as nearly umoticed as possible. to earth and Winter to air. Moura belongs to the 
janis ls no mere acoldent, but reflecta the real fifth element of spirit, which containa and gives rise 
difference between the modern and the traditional to the other four, 
philosophies of time. For the modem person time ‘The great festivals of the four seasons fall on 
Stralkht line, stretching from some unknown begin- the golatices and equinoxes — the four extreme 
That (his beginning’, as shown on p.22,is one of the pointa of the sun's yearly journey. The year may bè 
{Arurmoantable flaws in the modern philosophy) into seen as a crosa with Winter in the north, Summer 
an unimowable future, in the south, Spring in the east and Autumn in the 
dese Wpon thie notion of linear time that the whole west. The contre of the croes ia Moura. 
‘The year enda on the last day of Moura with the 
Wa petrlarchal world is concepts of progress and death of Dana. It begins on te Spring Equinox with 
naan which provide the background to everything Her rebirth Between these two daya is te “Hiatus 
it thinks, does and is, The modern mind understands: ~ the day when Dana hung dead on the pillar of the 
a and everything in it as having originated in a world. It ls not part of the old yerr or the new. 
ramure! state and as making ‘progress’ toward Hence the old saying “a yent and a day”, 
Sa higher forme. It sees everything as being ina The thirteenth month ia the month of Dana’ 
Cation tat of change or ‘evolution’. Without this death. That ie the original reason why thirteen If 
Tange it ia at a loss to explain the existence of any- considered unlucky. Her Rebirth Ip called Bastar. 
mad deia algo. aystem of mythology, or a rather This ia not a Christian word — It goso back to Bost, 
crude _Teligion’ which gives shape, meaning the Teutonic goddess of epring and dawn, and evont- 
Sri direction to the purposeless accidental universe ually to istar, the Babylonian same of Damna or Danis 
Sf modern science. But as the ‘utopia’ toward which It Is also connected with East, the dincotion of Sprig 
‘We are supposed to be ‘progressing’ becomes ever and of the sunrise, 
Tomy improbable, the myth begins to crumble, leav- The Nativity of the Divine Child at the Winter Sol- 
ing tee Modern mind nakad amid meaningless chaos. stice is lkewise far older than Christianity (the 
Ze matriarchal conception of time is utterly dif- Christiana ‘borrowed’ their date of Chrletace from) 
Corant. Each year, for example, ia a reflection of the worshippers of Mithras — but It le fnt older Git 
of the Great Year. The major events of the year are elther). 
Dot the ephemera of ‘current affairs’ 


Map of the Year: The major festivals may be 
‘Seon as a labrys (double~axe) as well as a cross — 
the Solstices forming the baft, and the biades formed 
by the two great Mystery-cycles (cf. TCA 17 & 19). 
: 

between each solstice and equinox. ‘These are the 
other great festivals of the Rhennish tradition. (*Ex- 
altation and *Samhaln are still remembered by non- 
Rhennes aa May Day and Hallowe'en). 

We have given here only the briefest summary 
of the sacred year, and included only the most major 


festivals. Yet it ie sufficient to give an idoa of the 
basic structure. 1t is through this structure that the 
of eternity are lived out in time. The tradi- 
tional person, deepening ber participation in the 
mysteries of the Cycle with each passing year — in- 
stead of running along the endless, almless treadmill 
of linear or ‘progressive’ time — is a deeper and 
richer person at forty than at twenty, at sixty than 
‘at forty, at eighty than at stxty. And when she leaves 
this world, her sou! is more advanced than when she 
centered it. Which is the only ‘progress’ that has any 
‘meaning or value whatever. 


The Cosmic Drama 


Ler us begin before the begining. Before the boginning thore was the Dark Mather. 
‘She has no other name, for “Her name has not been spoken on thie earth.” She does 
Rot exist, She does not not exist. She is beyond being and unbeing. We may call 
Her the Absolute. She is the first cause of all existence. 

This, in fact, is the only possible logical and scientific explanation for the 
existence of the universe. Ask any physicist where the universe came from: 
“Solid bodies were produced by a combination of gases” may be the answer, but 
Where did the gases come from? 

‘There aro numerous ‘sclentific’ explanations of the origin of the universe, but 

All of them suffer from the same fundamental defect. Whataver thing or combi- 


Madonna and Child... 


Betore the beginning is the Dark Mother. When 
‘Sha breathes in, it is the Night of Time. There is no 
Universo, there is no space, there Is no time. All 
Mea immanent in the womb of the Absolute. When She 
breathes out Her breath, or Spirit*, stands forth, and 
Her Spirit is pure Being, the Bright Mother. In Rhen- 
nish Her name ia Mari. This name and its varianta 
‘ware used in antiquity in many areas of the world, 
(Nor ts it any coincidence that Jesus's mother, whose 
original Aramaic name was Miriam, was called Mary 
in those western lands where she became the princi- 
al 'Goddess-tigure'). 

Mari is the highest form of Deity. She is God (or 
As we say in Rhennish, Dia) pure and simple. Now 
before we go further, let us make one question clear. 
‘Are we saying that God is a bumañ female? Of course 
* Grook Prune, Hebrew Murch Sanskrit Arma, (all feminine 
Doma) all maan both breath and Spirit, wile our own Word 
‘Spirit in related to ‘re-ept-ation’. 


away this fundamental 


ation of things is given as the cause, wo must ask —" But what was tho 
Cause of that?” Everything in the material world must have a cause, yot 
everything must have a beginning. So long as we are dealing with things 
which themselves have causes, thon we have not reached the beginning: 
and everything in the material world has a cause. Therefore the first cause 
of the universe must lie boyond the world of space and time. There ls no 
other possibility. Modern science has a strong emotional prejudice for €x- 
Plaining the world purely in material terms, but all attempts to explain 
flaw are simply juggling with words, To aay, for 
parnana eored 


‘Rot. She transcends both gender and human exist- 
ence. There may be other worlds where neither hu- 
manity nor femaleness have any meaning. To the 
inhabitants of such worlds She will appear in a form 
quite incomprehensible to us, but which in the aym- 
bolic language” of that world means exactly what 
the form of a human female means on earth. For 
the forme we see on this world — from a rose to a 
‘star — are not mere ‘accidents’ of nature, but 
‘meanings, or divine Ideas, crystallised in matter: 
And the buman female form is the perfect image of 
God Herself in this world, 

‘Marl, then, la the Creator of the world. We 
ead in The Creation of how She shaped all things. 
‘But the world which She created waa not this ma- 
terial world but the world of Perfect Forms, or Di- 
vine Ideas, or Archetypes. We may also call this 
the world of pare Being. ‘his material world is a 
world of becoming. Everything in it is subject to 
change, decay and death. The Archetypes of the 
world of pure Being are perfect, changeless and 
eternal. We may say that the things of this world 
are like reflections of the Real things (the Arche 
types) upon a surface of water. Because the water 
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is never still, the reflections are never perfect. Thus 
in this world one creature must kill another (even if 
it be only a plant) in order to live; we have iliness, 
ld age, excesses of cold and heat and many other 
forms of imperfection. 

Each Archetype is a Divine idea in the mind of 
Dia. it may also be said that every Archetype is 2 
word in Her divine language. That Is to say that the 
most important thing about any Archetype is 
ite meaning. Once we are able to see the 
$ things ofthis world in the light of their 

Archetypes we can gee that their sym- 
bolle meaning ia the moat important 
thing about them — it is what they real- 
ly oe, while their material substance, 
Which modera people imagine to be 
their real nature, Is nothing but the 
ater" upon which they are reflect- f 

But we are getting a little a~ 
Mead of ourselves. At this stage 
in the story tharo is as yot no ma~ 
terial world, only the Real world 
ol pure Boing. How did the materi- 
Al worlda come about? Well, we must 
‘derstand that spiritual and meta= 
hyaleal facta are not so simple as 
‘material ones, There are various 
‘ays of looking at the manifestation 
of the material worlds, each crue on 
its owm level. Lat us look at it from 
the human point of view. 

Among the forma shaped by tho * 
Mother of all things were souls endowed with the po- 
‘wer of choice or free-will. These souls were called 
maid, even though they did not thea have physical 
human bodies, because the word ‘maid’ is connected 
Mith ‘may’, the verb of possibility, and simply means 
‘the who bas the power of choice”. 

Maid chose to turn away from Dia. Now since Dia 
is pure Being, to leave Her is automatically to cease 
to exist, Mari did not want maid not to exist, but 
What could She do? If an earthly child runs into the 
road, her mother can carry ber back: Dut If she were 
4 to open the child’s head and stop her wanting to run 
|| into the road, she would no longer have a child, but 

a robot. 

In tho world of pure Being choice and action are 
the same thing. Mari could not stop mald from mak- 


a universal image 
of all the various Trinities — Mother, Daughter and 
‘Abolute Deity. 

Absolute Dotty nnr 
“The religion of the prehistoric and early historical 
world was a monotheism in which the female form of 


ing her choice without destroying her free will. Nor, 
when maid had left Her, could She come to her, for 

We are not talking of physical space. Mald’s choice 

‘was to be in that-place-where-God-is-not. 

‘The only way for Mari to save maid from extinc~ 
tion was to separate Herself from Herself in order 
tobe in that-place-where-Sbe-is~not, Thus, by a 
mystery we cannot understand, She gave birth to 

Herself as Her own Daughter, Dana or inanna*, 
‘anna descended away from Mari, and at 
‘each level She touched, She created a level 
of existence (or half-existence) separate 
from pure Being. One of these countless 
levels of being is this physical universe, 
Each level is, we may say, a “surface 
of water” roflecting in a different way 
the eternal Archetypes of pure Bein 
Finally nanna reached the furthest 
possible point from Dia; the point of 
non-existence, and She ceased to exist. 
‘She is the only being in creation to 
‘suffer absolute death. For us, death 
is but a passage lo another life, but 
Sbe faced pure oblivion that none of 
Her creatures might perish; yet 
being pure Being, She rose from 
that lorrible oblivion to become 
‘again the Queen of Heaven. 
This is the truth bebind all tho 
tater death-and-reaurrection 
stories found all over the world. 
1 is the first and archetypal 
Virgin birth, and it is the original 


divinity was supreme.” SIR ARTHUR EVANS 
~The careful analysis of all the available evidence 
‘seems to point clearly to the conclusion that the 
‘world ance really enjoyed some such Golden Age as 
peiie G. ELIOT SMITH 
“There can be no escape from the present more than 
usually miserable state of the world. .. until the re~ 
Pressed desire of the Western races, which is for 
Some kind of Goddess worship... finds satlefaction 


ee ROBERT GRAVES 


WHO IS 


MAID? 


The Purpose of Being Human 


Moers children are indoctrinated from the earli- 
‘cot age to think of maid as an animal which has risen 
above other animals by an accident of ‘evolution’. 
‘They are taught also to think of all the things and 
creatures around them in the same way, as mere ac- 
cidenta of the physical plane, whose nature is to be 
Sought solely in physical (or “sclentific') explana 
tions, Such explanations may be adequate on their 
‘own level — just as the writing of a great poem might 
be described wholly in terms of the movements of the 
Poet's flnger-muscles. But in both cases, the physt- 
cal explanation not only does not explain the whole 
Process, but it leaves out all that la moat pro- 
found and significant. Such explanations 
‘may have thelr uses, but as soon as 
they start pretending to be the 
“whole truth” about the poem, or 
‘about the universe, or about maid, 
they stop being sclence and start 
being scientism, In other words, 
they stop boing a relative truth 
and become an absolute error. 

So what ia maid? To put it simp- 
\y, ahe is the reflection of God aa 
earth. Some people find this a difficult 
Concept because they are able to conceive 
of God as an abstract ‘force’, but not aa a 
Person. This is a typical modern confusion which has 
ita roots in scientiam. Physical science ts full of 
forces, like magnetism and electricity, so thie idea 
makes God sound nice and "scientific". But the at= 
tempt to picture euper-physical Reality as a sort of 
parody of physical scienco is superstition in the 
Strictest senso of the word. A force, any force, ia 
less than a person. God is more than a person, We 
See Her as a person because that ia the highest form 
‘of manifestation we know — and therefore the nearest 
to Her. Calling Her a force is just as much a metas 
Phor as calling her a person, but it is a purely physi 
cal metaphor. A force can be physically great, but 
Baver morally or spiritually great. it is a typically 
Patriarchal perspective — greatese equals physical 
Greatness; muscle. It is the logical extension of the 
male-god image. 

Maid, then, as a conscious, caring personality, 


is the nearest thing to God on this earth — far near- 
er than any force, however great. Maid is the cer 
tral being of the worid-system. The human being is 
a direct reflection of the Divine. The human female 
has the special characteristics of God. She is able 
to create — to bring forth life out of herself — and 
to nourish with her milk even as God nourishes and 
sustains Her created universe in every second, 
otherwise it would fall into nothingness. 

As the central creature in this world-system 
maid is the princess-regent of God on earth, She 
has been given rulerahip over all the things and 

creatures of the earth, to govern them wis 
ly, according to divine law ("thomis). 

But maid is algo the only creature 
ith the power of choles. The stars 

run in their appointed courses. 

flower cannot choose to blossom 
out of season, Only maid can *de~ 
ert her post”, And when she doos, 
when ahe ceases to govern the 
earth in *themia, chaos follows in 
the form of ecological crisis, m~ 
clear threat and a hundred other ways 
in which the harmony of the world-1y- 
stem la thrown out of balance. 

But this is really the least of our wor 
Flee, for maid is not simply a creature of this 
world. Each of us bas lived countless times before 
‘and will be reborn countless times again. What 
forms our future lives will take is shaped by our 
Actions in thls life. The purpose of life is not to 
make material ‘progress’ in this world, but to come 
closer to the Absolute. This life is but one lap Ina 
Journey to the ultimate Goal. 

The real difference between maid and the animals 
is not her intelligence, but her power to move to- 
ward that Goal. Human life te a unique spiritual op- 
Portunity. That is the real point and purpose of be- 
iag buman. And one thing is certain. if we waste 
{his opparunity, if we disregard our true human 
destiny — if we simply live like sophisticated (ev- 
‘olved) animals, directing all our energies and in- 
telligence to mundane 


| ae matriarchy 


nature is quite clear. They state that tho first people 
to set foot upon Irish soil were a party of fifty maida, 
led by their queen, Cesara, Cessair, or Ceasar, This 
is an ancient matriarchal name for a great rule?, la- 
ter adopted by patriarcha in such forms as Caesar, 
Kaiser and Czar, 

AÀ later group to arrive in Ireland were the Tuatha 
de Danan — the people of Dana. This was the name of 
the supreme Mothor Goddess in Ireland, 2s was Danu 
in pro-Vodio India and Danse in pro-Hellente Greece. 
Sho was known, in fact, all over the ancient Indo- 
European world, giving Her name to places and rivers 
‘rom the Don to the Darube in the east, to Denmark 
in the west. She was also called Ana or Anu, Two 
hills in Kerry, called “the paps of Anu” were a 
cred site, In Leicestershire, England, She was called 
Annis and had a place of pilgrimage in the Dane hills. 
Sometimes the name took an I-preface, as in Teutonic 
Iduna (in Her aspect as mistress of Avala and guard- 
ian of the Golden Apples) or mama. 

Queen Eire was one of the greatest rulers of the 
Tuatha de Danian, and it is from her that Ireland de- 
rives the name which she bears to this day. 

St Brigit is honoured to this day as a Christian 
ised’ version of the ancient goddess Brigid or Brighde. 
The nuns of her order, who tended a sacred fire, 
were the direct descendants of an ancient college of 
priestesses at Kildare, who maintained a matriarchal 
fire-cult identical with that of Vesta in the pre- 
Patriarchal Latin tradition and connected with the 
hearth-fire rituals practised by Rhennish families 
to thie day (see “The Bridge", TCA19). Brighde gov- 
emed auch arte as medicine,’ agriculture and poetry, 
and, ag Professor JA. MacCulloch points out, the 
cult “must bave originated in a period when the Celts 


In frReLano 


Tre ann was one of the last strongholds of matriarchy in the patriarchal 
.. world. R was not until the third or fourth centuries before the Christian 
‘Era that male-dominated religion and social order entered this island 
‘at all; and even then, as Joseph Campbell writes: “Both the archae~ 
ology and the ancient literature of Ireland demonstrate that the patri 
E archal, iron-besring Celts, who gained the mastery during the last 
$ _ three or four centuries B.C., overcame, but did not extinguish 
the earller Bronze Age civilisation of Mother Right (matriarchy}” 
‘The ancient legends of Ireland survive in books rewritten and 
‘edited by early Christian monks, yet even so, their matriarchal 


worshipped goddesses rather than gods, and when 
knowledge — leechcraft, agriculture, Inspiration — 
wore women's rather than men’s.” 

In early patriarchal days, great priestly and 
scholarly communities were set up on the western 
islands to provide spiritual leadership for the Celtic 
world and keep alive the matriarchal tradition. 
“These communities of women,” writes T.D.Ken- 
drick, the historian of Druidism, “continued the ob= 
servances of a pre-druidic faith.” 

‘The West is the direction of Autumn and the set- 
ting sun. It is symbolically natural that the end of 
the Iron Age should come from the Westera world. 
Not only have all the perversions of the modem dark 
‘age been the inventions of Western European civil- 
sation, but each successive stage in the degenerat- 
ion has come from a point further west than the last. 
‘Thus the so-called Renaissance’ began in Italy, the 
Protestant‘ Reformation’ in Germany, the elght~ 
‘centh-century ‘Enlightenment’ in France and the 
nineteenth-centary Industrial Revolution in Britain. 
Ploally, twentieth-century multinational super-cap- 
italism developed in America, which is truly “west 
of the West", for America is, in traditional geog- 
raphy, an eastern country, and her native people 
are an eastern people. 

‘But Ireland, the Ultima Thule, the extreme west 
of the Old World, has played no significant part in 
any of these developments. Instead, she bas remain- 
fed a repository of ancient tradition and ane of the 
mainstays of Rbennish matriarchy. It is sald that 
‘when the new Golden Age dawns, the East shall be~ 
come Weet and the West, East. And the sun of the 
Golden Dawn, may sbe not rise in Ireland? 


A Open your eyes, 

“Tals vision is vision 
seeing things for what thay are. Yet to someone from 
the patriarchal world seeing it for the first time it 
will soem a vision in quite another sense. For to see 
‘hinge as they really are is to see a richness, depth 
and splendour that the mundane modern world can 
‘soarcely dream of. 

Putting it simply, we may say that matriarchy 
‘ees the universe as alive, while the modern mind 
seos it as dead. Now this dead, or materialist, unl- 
Verse la not at all the natural vision of reality seen 
by the unprejudiced eye, On the contrary, it is a high- 
Ày artificial construction concocted over the last five 
Centuries by Western European patriarchy and care- 
fully conditioned into the Western child from her earli~ 

t years, The process is a kind of cultural hypaosis 
by which the modern person ia drugged into seeing an 
unnatural, colourless, two-dimensional world, which 
‘she is indoctrinated into believing is * reality’. 

Once the artificial ‘reality’ is seen for what it is, 
it at once begins to crack. This third section of our 
book is intended to begin the process of breaking the 
spell of modernism — to show the reader how she may 
begin to awaken herself from the hypnotic trance of 
the late~patriarchal world-view. But herein lies the 
chief danger of the book. Once the awakening has be- 
un, you will never be able to take the modern world 

rlously again. You will no longer belong to it. You 
will become a person out of her time. There is a built- 
in safeguard here, for if you are not ready to receive 
this knowledge, it will have no effect on you. Even if 
you are ready it may work slowly, over a period of 
‘weeks, months or even years. But if you think you 
‘may be ready, pause a moment before taking the step 
of reading the reat of this bock. Por once you have 
taken it you may never be able to return. 

To find the cure we must first understand the dis- 
ease. What, then, is the modern world-view? Before 
all else we must understand that It Is an bistorical 
‘anomaly. It has developed in that small portion of the 
earth's surface called Western Europe in the five cen~ 


OU ARE NOW entering dangerous territory. This third section of 
the book is the place of exorcism, the place of dis-enchantmant. 


‘and we will begin to show you the matriarchal vision. 
in the strictest and simplest sense of the word — 


turies following what itis pleased to call the Re- 
naissance" — a tiny portion of human history. 

The modera world is at variance with every other 
Civilisation know to history (with the single excepi- 
ion of the ‘classical’ decadence of Greece and Rome.: 
to which it proudly traces ita anoostry). Every other 
civilisation has understood that the phyatcal world it 
the reflection or expression of supra-phyolcal trans- 
cendent Reality, and that we must seek for ita moan- 
ing and explanation in the light of that Reality. Every 
other civilisation has sought to cultivate maid's natu- 
ral ability to perceive transcendent Reality behind 
the outer forms of the material world. The modern 
world declares that the physical universe is reality 
im itself (the ‘real world’ to use its own vulgar ex- 
Pression) and seeks for all meaning and explanation 
@ the level of physical ‘fats’, More than this, it 
gees much further than ‘classical’ antiquity in 8} 
tematlcally suppressing the lost vestiges of maid's 
natural vision of true Reality through a lengthy pro- 
cess of compulsory indoctrination, miscalled ‘edu- 
cation’ and establishing the only civilisation in bis- 
tory to be developed along purely material lines with 
‘Bo relation whatever to principles of a superior 
order, 

‘What can support a cultural proviselallem $0 
absurdly arrogant as to believe that, representing 2 
‘small proportion af the inhabited world, and a 
microscopie proportion of human history, the mod- 
era world is nevertheless right and every otber 
civilisation throughout the whole of human history 
has been wrong? The anewer is that the modern- 
world has invented a 


with this problem. It 
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but its partisans seek to justify it by reference to the 
achievements of modern science and technology. But 
a moment's thought shows that this is a circular argu- 
ment, A civilisation which decides that the purpose of 
life is to build bigger and better cities, factories, 
bomba and household gadgets will obviously achieve 

a great deal more in its chosen field than a clvilisa~ 
tion which directs its energies and intelligence in oth- 
er directions altogether. To say “the superiority of 
‘modem civilisation is proved by its science and tech- 
nology” ia exactly equivalent to saying “the superior- 
ity of hockey over chess is 

proved by the fact that hockey 
playera play better hockey 
than chess players.” 

‘The doctrine of progress 
lo based on the naively paro- 
chial assumption that ancient 
maid had the same values as 
the modern world ~ that she 
would eagerly have develop- 
‘ed motorways and atom 
bombs if only she had been 
clever enough to do s0, 
that the ancient sacred 
selences wero mero grop- 
inga toward modern phy 
‘ical science. The truth 
ia that the modern scien- 
ces are more residues of 
the ancient sclences,emptled of thelr profound meta- 
Physical content and reduced to sifting through the 
Outward material huska of things, being blind to their 
inner Reality. It was not an advance in knowledge 
Which created the modern world, but a loss of know- 
ledge; not a mental evolution, but an Intellectual de= 
generation. 

Now, although this last stage of decline belongs to 
the poat-Renaissance period rather than to patriarchy 
As a whole, it is inherent in the very nature of patri- 
archy. Prom the most ancient times the feminine 
Principle has been symbolised by the sign of Venus? 
and the masculine principle by that cf Mara g (some 
late versions depict the cross as an arrow). Now in 
each case the circle represents Spirit and the cross 
matter: thus the former depicts Spirit dominant over 
‘matter and the latter depicts matter dominant over 
Spirit (or rather, since the complete dominance of 
matter is a metaphysical impossibility, the cross is 


The Living Cosmos 
archal vision is a world without a centre. producing 
å neurotic, rootless humanity, homeless and isolat- 
d in bleak, unmeaning universe. 

The oniy solution is to put right the deviation 
from the root — to remma to the living cosmos of the | 


Set at an angle of forty-five degrees over the circle 
indicating the dominance of matter so far as that is 
possible). This is still understood by modern astro- 
logical authorities — see, for example, the volume 
‘on astrology in the Cambridge University Press's 
“Teach Yourself” series (pp.29 and 31). 

The history of patriarchy, by Its very nature, 
must be a continuous movement from the dominance 
‘of the superior principle of Spirit or Essence to that 
of the inferior principle of matter or substance; and, 
‘as we have seen in our second chapter, this is not 
‘merely’a tendency toward 
materialism, but also to- 
ward chaos and disinte- 
gration, 

T ls for this reason 
that the ‘materialist? vi~ 
sion of the modern world 
has given rise to a civil= 
{sation more violent and 
dleordered than any be~ 
fore it, in which one por- 
son in eight is treated for 
mental disturbance and | 
where war, upheaval and 
chaos of every sort in- ° 
‘crease with every passing 


year. 
‘The dead, accidental 


world of the late patri~ 


matriarchal vision. To move from a cold, dead, 
alien world to a world of profundity and intimate 
‘warmth, where every flower and every star is alive 
with vibrant meaning. 

‘The first step is to know that the “real world” of 
late patriarchy is an artificial construct — a strip- 
pod and scaled-down parody of Reality. The second 
Step is to know what to look for, and to open your 
eyes, awaken and see. The next chapter will show 
you the world as a natural, unhypnotised mind sees 
1t. Imagine, then, that you are sitting at the feet of a 
‘Rhamnish sage. Let her lead you from tbe mental pri- 
Son of late-patriarchy into the sunshine of the Real 
‘world. But know that once out, there is no return. 


‘cavern of the world, and at eventide she comes to the 
‘golden island of the west where her daughters awalt 
her and gladden her rest with their singing. 

Know this tobe true. And know that whatever you 
‘have hoard of the aun from the patriarch and his 
court astronomer ls naught but the barest falsehood, 
however truthlike it be made to soem, 

For the time has come when we must lead you 
into a world whore all things are other than you have 


learned. And you shall learn that this is their true 
nature, 


‘al Reallty made manifest in the changing world of 
matter, This you must learn to see, if you will see 
rua. 

‘The doctrine that the material world is the real 
world — that material things exist in thelr own right, 


this century by Relativity and Quantum Theory. 
‘Max Planck, the originator of Quantum Theory 


The Crystal 
" Solers 


‘Ti SUN is a golden chariot drawn by seven 
‘wild~maned battle-ponies. The sun is Sal *Theia, 


mistress of the chariot. At dawn she rides out from the 


‘wrote: “I regard consciousness as fundamental, 1 re- 
gard matter as derivative from consciousness. Wo 
camot got behind conscioumeas.” Of the British 
Astro-Physicists, Sir James Jeans and Sir Arthur 
Eddington, Professor Joad wrote “thelr considered 
view is that the reality of things la mental or spirit- 
val, and that so-called material phenomena are the 
effects of the way in which the spiritual reality ap- 
‘Pears to us.” Einstein came also to this conclusion. 

We do not cite these things In ordar to commend 
them, nor, certainly, to seek some ‘proof’ of the 
traditional vision (for the lesser can never prove tha 
Greater), but simply to show that evan on ita own 
terms the modem materialist potnt af view la nothing 
but a superstition, i 

‘What is vulgarly called the ‘sciontifio world-view’ 
(i.o. mechanistic materialism) is systematically 
disseminated through the compulsory education sys- 
tom and the mass media. It ia baliaved by the masa 
of the populace. Yot It has not had the support of 
‘serious scienco for nearly a century. Why does It 
‘continue to be disseminated? Because it ia central to 
the modern way of seeing tho world; itis the vory 
heart of the myth-system upon which the modern 
‘world resta. To put it ancther way, It ls the cardinal 
dogma of the religion of moderniam. 

When we declare that every modern mind la bound 


H you are ready to cast off this superstition, we 


shall tell you how you may begin. Go forth on a clear 
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night and behold the heavens, or seat yourself in some ‘planets’. They are seven in mmber, and each is a 
silent place, and contemplate the cosmos as it truly living being that does dwell in and govern an invisible 
is, Cast from your mind the notion of infinite space. sphere of crystal. The first sphere, encircling our 
We are to enter a world with seven planets and cight earth, is the sphere of Sai *Phoebe, the moon. This 
celestial spheres. Neither let your mind be troubled is the realm of thought and emotions and of the subtle 
by the thought that this view represents but the ignor- body. Beyond this space is the sphere of Sai "Metis 
ance of the ancients on physical matters. Seals from (Mercury). She is clothed in yellow robes, and is a 
matriarchal Sumeria some 9000 yeara old show all the creature of pure intelligence. Beyond this sphero la 


extra-Saturnian planets (although tho patriarch ‘dla 
covered” the last of 
them but fifty years 
ago) and solar sya- 
tems beyond our own. 
Yet these things play- 
ed 20 part in thelr 
normal view of the 
cosmos, for they knew 
that they were but 
trivia of the material 
plane. With the most 
Powerful telescope 
conceivable we could 
See but an Inalgnifl 
cant fraction of infin= 
ite space, but in the 
finite cosmos of the 
‘matriarchal vision, 
wo can soo the whole 
ot Reality. ‘The coa- 
centric spheres are 
manifestations of the states of boing through which a- 
maid muat pasa to reach Boing liselt, whlch trans- 
cenda both apace and time. On every level except the 
‘oat trivial and insignificant, the traditional vision 
of the commos is true. On every level except the 
‘most trivial and insignificant, the picture presented 
by modem science la falsa. 

Cast aside this falsehood, then, and dwelt tn the 
true cosmos from this day forth. Certainly you may 


the sphere of Sai “Tethys (Venus), whose colour is 
7 green, She ts the 
sistør of Sal “Themis 
who rules the sixth 
sphere. Sai “Tethya 
is pure love, and 
from hør flows all 


order and govern all 
things on earth and 
in tho heaven in 
perfect harmony, 

Beyond the seven 
spheres there lies an 
lghth, and this i9 
the sphere of the fix- 
ed tars, Heroin are 
the twelve houses of 
the zodiac, through 
which the “Genize do 
pase. Here also are the aight and twenty mansions 
‘wherein Sal *Phoebe takes ber reat in the course of 
a month, and sundry other stars. 

Know also that these *Geniae are not only in the 
heaven, but also within you. Know that the sun and 
your heart are one and the same. Know that your love 
is Sai *Tethya within you, that but for Sai Metis you 
‘could not read these words, and but for Sai *Thamis 
you could not govern your hand to hold the book. Know 


keep the phynical facts recorded in some obscure cor- also that these things we have considered are but an 
ner of your mind as curiosities — even as the Sumer- example, or a starting-point taken at hazard — that 
liana did — but unless the world you live and breathe in everything you see and think upon must be re-seen 


becomes the true and eternal world, yua will remain 
undor the spell of superstition. Listen, then, with 
Teverence and awe to the true nature of the cosmos. 
‘The world is a ball at the centre of the cosmos. 
‘When you look up into the night sky, you will see 
certain bright creatures. Some are stars, but tho 
brightest of all are *Gentze, ‘which the ignormnt call 


and re-thought in like mamer, until the whole world 
hall appear under its true form and semblance. 
‘Those things may be bard for you to comprehend, 
yet think oftan upon what you have learned this day 
‘and it aball enter in and begin to awaken you. Think 
‘upon it whenavar you see the sky and consider the 
world. And in the morning, picture Sal “Theia riding 


Mates from the Nether Lhore 


One Maid’s Experience 


Musicars. Ae. chit talways loved musicals. They crested a vorid whre bg | 
ing and dancing were a part of everyday life: where the butcher or the baker might : 
burst into song and turn cartwheels over his delivery cart. A world where magic 
came in as naturally as the morning milk; where good was good and evil was evil 
and there was no real doubt as to which would triumph over which; where the arche- 


typal folktale themes — albeit in debased forms — were played out again and again. 


But the musicals were an illusion. Five minutes 
of effortless grace and style wore the result of hours 
of work by director, choreographer, scriptwriter, 
orchestra, songwriter and a dozen others. Life was 
Rot Uko that, I was flat, atylelese and eminently 
Practical, 

T suppose 1 longed to live in a world where wit, 
charm and flair were a part of life, Instead I lived tn 
an age of mediocrity among a shuffling, self-conscious 
Population, afraid to be anything but banal and quick 
to moor at all who were otherwise. A world where 
the archetypal themes of folktale had no relevance to 
the paltry practicalities of ‘ordinary lte", 

‘Ono of the firat things that Impressed me on en- 
‘countering the matriarchal tradition waa to see a 
people who id sing and dance even as they worked 
‘and lived. Who acted out the archetypal themes in 
daily life, 

Living in a matriarchal society la not like living 
in a musical (although it ts rather more Like living in 
a musical than lika living in the ‘ordinary life" of the 
modem world). For one thing it has a grandeur and 
dignity that no modern theatrical production could at- 
tain, I found that I had moved from a little, trivial 
‘world into a world immeasurably vast and timeless, 

‘Yet music la the thread which runs through matri- 
archal society and binds It together. The very Law 
which governs our every act, *Themis, is best trans- 
lated as harmony’. But it is a music far different 
from the modern musicals, A music so rich and an= 
Clent that (t makes the blood tingle. Prom the work- 
songa, tho chants and ritual drums to the warm, full- 
bodied drone of the crwth and the gentle rippling of 
paaltery and dulcimer, none of it is made simply to 
‘entertain: all are earthly echoes of the unbeard Music 
which underlies the movement of the earth and beaver, 


forth from the world~cavern; and at eventide picture 

har reaching the western isle where her daughters 

‘await hor and gladden her rest with their singing. 
For here alone is the begiming of wisdom. 


and of all the manifest universe. 

Every traditional people believes that music and | 
ritual hold the universe together: that without bem 
All would dissolve into black eternal chaos. The 
modern world scorns this as a superstition. “We 
bave no rituals", they “yet our world is not 
disintegrating into chaog”. tan't it? 

‘Tho devil drums drive devils away. Every tradi- 
tonal society has them in one form or another. The 
modem world thinks it can manage very nicely wit 
cut them. Yet the modern world is the most chaotie | 
civilisation tn buman history. Violence, vandalism, 
sulcide and insanity, once rare anomalies, have nov 
reached epidemic proportions, Drug abuse and de- 
monic possession (the latter usually unrecognised) 
are everyday oocurrencos, If you do not have devi 
drums, you will certainly bave devils. 

Al this was as difficult for me then as it may 
be for you now. My philosophy made it hard for me 
to accept. My philosophy? If anyone had asked, I 
‘would probably have sald what you would aay: "1 do 
not subscribe to any particular philosophy”. Dut 20 
1 can see that from the earliest ago I had bean con- 
ditioned to see the world through the eyes of the meni 
‘who crested the modern world — Victorian scient- 
ists in top hats, eighteenth-century philosophers in 
powdered wigs. Little, unberoic men in a little, un- 
heroic world, knowing nothing of tha true inner nat- 
‘ure of Reality and making guesses which reveals 20- 
thing except the moan-opirited materlallem of thoit 
age. R is they, and thelr teohnocratio euccessor®, 
‘Who live in the darkness of superstitious ignoranco. 
T is the traditional peoples who possess the light 
of true science. 

But I wea trapped in the modern world-view. I 
had no bridge to cross the waters of into 
the smiling sunlight of tho Truth. When at last I 
found the bridge, 1 crossed — nervously at firsts 
but with increasing boldness — into a land where the} 
hilis are alive with the Music of the Spheres. 
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Where do We go from Here? 


So xow you have teamed a tittle abour the matriar~ 
chal tradition and che matriarchal way of seeing the 
world, Where do you go from here ? Firstly we would 
suggest that you read this book again, for you will 
certainly discover new things on each subsequent 
reading, and a whole new way of thought will slowly 
open up to you. But, of course, you will want to know 
more. After all, the matriarchal tradition is a whole 
new way of life. It covers every area of human exist- 
ence. This book has barely scratched the surface. 
How can you learn more of the depth and detail of this 
richest and most ancient of all cultures ? The answer 
18 The Coming Age 

The Coming Age is very much more than an ord- 
inary magazine. It is a veritable encyclopaedia of the 
matriarchal tradition. For example, in this issue, we 
have looked, very briefly, at the traditional matri- 
archal view of the stars and planets, and its superior 
lly to the naive materialism of modern astronomy. 
The ‘Symbolizm' serios in each issue of the magazine 
examines in detail the traditional view of some a 
pect of the world, revealing its true imer meaning. 
Subjects have rangod from the Horse and the Whee! 
to the Bridge and the Cave, 

Each issue includes numerous articles on every 
conceivable aspect of life viewed from the standpoint 
of the matriarchal tradition. Over the past five 
years, these have included: 


Amazons (issues 11 and 15) 
Animals — their place in the cosmic structure (19) 
Art — the matriarchal view (17) 

Archery — the inner meaning (13) 

Childhood (14) 

Evolution — what is the truth? (19) 

Fairies — spirits of nature (7) 

Femininity — what is it? (20) 

Man — his role in matriarchy (15) 

Nuclear Technology — in the light of alchemy (12) 


And dozens more. In addition, each issue contains 
material on the seasonal festivals, Old Rhennish 
songe, a matriarchal story, often with a detailed 
Commentary explaining the metaphysical depths of 

these deceptively simpletales, and much else beside. 
The Coming Age is published quarterly, but under 
our special subscription programme you will receive 
copy each sacred month — that is, thirteen copies 
per year: four current copies and nine back Issues. 
This way you will build up your own encyclopaedia of 


the matriarchal tradition, The back issues are 
selected according to the season, so that you will 
learn about the mysteries of each season as it 
‘comes around, But the system is flexible to your 
personal needs — for example, a correspondent 
‘enquiring about evolution would be sent a copy of 
Issue 19 out of sequence. 

‘A year's subscription is £10, including postage. 


‘—MATRIARCHAL SAMIZDAT= 


THERE ARE, and have only ever been, rwo 6 
ems of thought in the world: traditional matriarchy, 
traditional patriarchy and antitradicional patri- 
archy. Of these only the flrat two are systems of 
thought in the crue sense, while the third is a pot- 
pourri of every shade of heresy, chaotically divid~ 
ed into mutually quarrelling factions, yet bound 
together by certain common assumptions, usually 
‘unspoken and unacknowledged. 

Five yeara ago, we began to publish the tradit- 
ional matriarchal view in a world where all tho 
media of communication — the press, the broad- 
casting networks, the cinemas, the compulsory 
‘education system etc. — continually propagate the 
‘world-view of antitraditional patriarchy. We knew 
that the adequate dissemination of the vast mater= 
ial of our cultural heritage — which is also your 
cultural heritage, the heritage of all humanity — 
‘would be impossible financially and in all other 
ways, with all communication systems monopol- 
isod by the antitraditional patriarchal establish- 
ment. Virtually as impossible in this ‘free’ world 
as it would be in Russia. 

‘And then we remembered the Russian method 
of circulating underground papers — a method 
‘where no publication is necessary, for one copy 
serves many people. It is called samizdat. 

‘The Madrian Literature Circle is matriarchal 
samizdat. Tt is a circulating library of manu- 
scripts ranging from songs, stories and first- 
‘hand accounts of matriarchal life, to lengthy s! 
ies on such subjects as matriarchal music, or the 
Amazon origins and metaphysical meaning of the 
‘game of chess. There are many pieces much 
Tonger than The Coming Age would be able to print, 
‘including a full-length novel. The initial subscrip- 
tion is £10, to cover photocopying and administ- 
rative costs. Thereafter you need only return 
each paper with an SAE to receive the next. 


Wires the world was fresh with the dew of the dawn of time, there walked a young race pfoud 
upon the earth, A race that saw with eyes more clear than our eyes; with eyes that were not de- 
ceived by the shifting shows of earthly things, but saw within to their eternal and changeless 
Reality. A race whose light was lighter and whose dark was deeper, and whose voices sang the 
music of eternity. 

And the maids of this race were tall and fair and awesome to look upon; and the maids were the 
gentle rulers of the race in home and village, in Temple and in palace, even as God, in Her wisdom, 
has decreed. 

And as the world grew older and less wise, resplendent cities rose in the noon-day sun, 
and mighty empires crossed the continents. Yet still the laws and customs, the rhythms 
and rituals of the first race governed all things. For it was only in the last senility of 
the race that the rule of men took hold, and the darkened mind was plunged in the mire 
of matter. And the world of tower block and atom bomb — is it not the work of a gaunt 
and skeletal race, grown bitter in its dotage? 
And all the world seems flattened to an image of the petty dullness of that race. 
Yet we are inviting you to leave that world. To make a pilgrimage to the western 
edge of the Old World, to a place that is named The Living Bridge — and 
there to step through a magical gateway into a world older and deeper 
than anything you have known; a life that is little different to that lived 
ten thousand years ago. To a people as different from modern folk as 
modern folk are from the Esquimaux. 
Have you the courage to cross the Bridge and 
shake the dust of the Dark Age from your feet? 
To travel west across the western island 
of the world, a land still green, where 
looming towers of tyranny fall far 
behind you. To travel west, and 
ever west, to where the sun sets 
je sounding sea, and where, 
at the world’s end, you shall 
find the world’s beginning. 
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